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Report on Terrorism and Human Rights 

Urgent appeal to all international institutions and bodies concerned with 

peace and safety Let us work together and under the authority of the 

United Nations for the drafting and implementation of an international 

convention on terrorism 

 

Terrorism is a threat and a gravity to the security, life and civilization of human 

beings, unethical by law, values or morals, characterized by violence and the 

unlawful use of force and oppression, a crime of direct attack on a range of 

traditional human rights The right to life comes first and foremost because of the 

indiscriminate killing of terrorism, and the right to the safety of the body and the 

freedom of opinion and expression together, including the terror spread of terror 

and fear, in addition to all other rights and freedoms that are entrenched in 

terrorism such as the right to own property, movement, housing, culture, 

education and other civil, political, economic, cultural and social rights.  

The word terrorism carries psychological and social dimensions, after the French 

Revolution, the word "terrorism" became politically charged in terms of a pattern 

of governance, in the nineteenth century, with the emergence of anarchist and 

criminal movements, a new dimension was added to the meaning and content 

of terrorism, terrorism became a pattern in the political struggle, relying on the 

means of terror, which aims to change a political pattern or political system, and 

it is a means adopted by those convicted illegally against the rulers who practice 

it legally is counter terrorism, in modern times, the concept of terrorism has 

evolved from the social and political sphere to include all fields such as 

intellectual, technological, scientific and cultural, and not limited to tangible 

physical violence, but on the moral and intellectual, terrorism has benefited from 

the technological and media developments and developments in the 

manufacture of weapons, ammunition and explosive devices in the development 

of the means used in carrying out its activities, There have also been new crimes 

known as computer and Internet crimes. Since the second half of the twentieth 

century, and with the emergence of terrorism in its most formidable forms and 

types, by extremist ideologies and states, the idea of fighting terrorism has 

emerged on a wide global scale, with the problem of disagreement on the 

concept of terrorism growing. 
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I. The concept of terrorism and its definitions:  

Despite the widespread use of the concept of terrorism on a large scale, there 

is no agreed definition of this concept both at the international level and the 

scientific level, this is due to the different ideological factors related to this term 

in addition to the difference in cultural structures, what is considered an act of 

terrorism from the point of view of a particular State or society does not 

necessarily have to be a terrorist act in another State, the concept of terrorism 

also lacks the existence of legal content, as this concept has been evolving and 

changing since its use in the fourteenth century, it was initially intended to work 

and government policies aimed at terror among citizens to ensure their 

submission and compliance with the wishes of the government, it was then 

developed and used to describe acts by individuals or groups of individuals for 

various reasons, two main approaches to defining terrorism are: 

A. Legal Opinion:  

Legal thought defines terrorism as: "the systematic use of violence to achieve a 

political goal, and in particular all acts of violence carried out by a political 

organization against citizens to create an atmosphere of insecurity it involves 

multiple sects of acts, such as hostage-taking, kidnapping and killing of persons, 

placing explosives or explosive devices in places where civilians are gathered, 

public transport, vandalism, change the course of aircraft by force. 

B - The opinion of political science:  

The political understanding of terrorism is: the use or the threat to use unusual 

and unfamiliar violence to achieve political ends the acts of terrorism are usually 

symbolic to achieve a psychological effect rather than a physical impact, and 

that such violence is organized and connected with the intention of creating a 

state of threat directed at a State or political group committed by an organized 

political group with a view to achieving political objectives. 

But the authors of this trend point out that terrorism is an abstract concept 

without substance, meaning derived from the target victim, one definition is not 

sufficient to limit all uses of this concept, but many different definitions 

emphasize the existence of common elements and characteristics that 

distinguish the concept of terrorism from others: 

 Violence or threat of violence. 

 The psychological impact of the terrorist act is horror and panic. 
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  Regulation related to violence. 

  The political objective of terrorism. 

  Terrorism is a substitute for the normal use of military force in conflict. 

  Behavior aimed at influencing the attitude or behavior of a broader target group 

than direct victims. 

  The psychological effects of a terrorist act are greater than the physical effects. 

  Lack of respect or appreciation for the perpetrators of such acts.     

We can say that there are two trends to define terrorism: 

1) Material direction:   

 

Terrorism is defined as an act or set of specific acts aimed at achieving a specific 

objective. This concept has led to the definition of terrorism based on the 

enumeration of crimes that are considered terrorist without looking into the 

purpose or the objective of the terrorist act, acts or actions that are considered 

as terrorist acts: murder, assassination, kidnapping, hostage-taking and acts of 

piracy, this definition is beyond the most important component of the terrorist 

crime, the political purpose or goal, and the exclusive identification of certain 

crimes as terrorist leads to the exit of many crimes from the circle of terrorism, 

except that it is not mentioned in this type of crimes, beyond what may be 

brought scientific development and technological aspects of new forms of 

terrorist crimes. 

This trend works to identify certain characteristics of terrorist crimes, including: 

  Acts of terrorism are characterized as acts of violence or threats. 

  This violence should include acts of terror or intimidation. 

  This violence is coordinated, organized and continuous. 

The United States delegation at the twenty-eighth session of the United Nations 

General Assembly on terrorism went to propose defining the phenomenon of 

terrorism as "Anyone who kills a person" or causes "serious" physical harm, 

abducts, attempts to commit such an act or participates in a person who has 

done or attempted to do so." 

2)  Moral trend:  

This trend focuses on the definition of terrorism on the basis of the purpose or 

objective the terrorist seeks through his work. However, supporters of this trend 
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differ in the nature of these objectives there are political, religious or ideological 

goals, and left confusion in how to determine the moral element of the crime of 

terrorism, they considered that the moral element in the terrorist crime is 

manifested in the very goal of terrorism itself, which is to employ horror and great 

terror to achieve political objectives of any kind. This is a kind of congruence 

between political crime and terrorist acts as the only criterion in their distinction. 

In this regard, some have tended to focus on other elements of the definition, 

including the use of means capable of provoking terror and panic in order to 

achieve the objective of whatever political, religious, ideological or racist image, 

this is an outlet for political crime that can be achieved without recourse to 

violence. However, it is important to emphasize that such acts of violence are 

"unlawful" to distinguish a terrorist act from acts of legitimate violence such as 

acts of resistance and armed struggle. On the basis of this, elements of the 

definition of a terrorist offense can be identified as follows:  

  Illegal violence 

  Coordination and organization 

  Violence creates fear and panic 

  The aim of the work is to achieve political, religious, ideological or racial goals 

that are far from individual ends ... Finally, "this coordinated and unlawful 

violence is committed by individuals, institutions or the State as long as the other 

elements mentioned     

 

II.Terrorism as an international crime   

 

A. Organized crime and terrorism:  

Terrorism is one of many types of organized crime. Organized crime is based on 

consistent institutional regulation, this organization has hierarchical structure, 

levels of leadership, a base of implementation, fixed roles and tasks, 

opportunities for promotion within the framework of functional organization, a 

strict internal constitution that guarantees allegiance, a system within the 

organization, and most importantly of all continuity and non-stop or spin-off, but 

the organization remains as long as it succeeds, the security services or a rival 

organization have not succeeded in eliminating them, the elements of organized 

crime are confined to a constant group of people, the deliberate will to corrupt, 

to use criminality and violence, to gain financial gain and strength. 
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The foregoing characteristics of organized crime apply to the crimes of terrorism, 

as this phenomenon poses a great danger to society with its dangerous and 

security-related effects, destruction of property, violation of sanctities, 

desecration of holy sites, killing and kidnapping of innocent civilians and 

threatening the lives of many innocent citizens. What this phenomenon creates 

in the international community in terms of local, regional or international forms, 

in addition to the motives for its perpetration, whether political, ideological or 

economic, and the criminal intent on which the moral element of the crime is 

based, and the reason for describing it as an international crime through the 

following determinants: 

• Terrorism is a criminal phenomenon and behavior that deviates from the 

prevailing social norms of society. Criminal behavior is not a crime that is 

criminalized by law, but it is a behavior emanating from a person who lives in a 

particular environment and within a particular community, hence, it is a perverse 

social behavior that is evident in the actions that it is, which is not really isolated 

or accidental, but the result of the combination of many factors, and the result of 

the interplay of active forces and diverse movement and determine its 

composition and structure and appearance.  

 

• The crime of terrorism is an organized crime and is now a global phenomenon, 

not related to any particular region, culture, community or religious or ethnic 

groups, but is linked to social, cultural, psychological, political and technological 

factors.    

 

It can be emphasized that the international environment, with its values and 

ideas, its rules and systems and its successive changes, affects the behavior of 

individuals and States alike. It can be emphasized that the phenomenon of 

terrorism is not new to the international community, it is a phenomenon that has 

been affected throughout the ages, under the circumstances experienced by the 

international community.  

B. International character of terrorism: 

To internationalize terrorism, international character should exist in one of its 

elements and components, such as one of the parties to the conflict having an 

international character, whether such a party, persons, objects or places, or the 
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international objective such as the abuse of international relations. Terrorism 

acquires international character for several reasons: 

  The nationality of the victims varies. 

  The nationality of the perpetrators varies. 

  The nationality of the place is different (that is, the preparation is in a country, 

then the execution takes place in another country). 

  It occurs to persons enjoying international and diplomatic protection. 

  It falls on the fundamental international interests protected by the international 

community.  

That international character exists in terrorism if one or more of its elements 

affects or relates to more than one State, both in the preparation of the crime 

and in its implementation, in the means used, in the actors or victims, or in the 

consequences thereof, terrorism becomes international:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  When it provokes disturbances in international relations. 

•  When directed against another State. 

•  When the perpetrators were refugees abroad. 

•  When the preparation for the crime was in another country.  

 

C. The crime of terrorism and international law: 

The crime of state terrorism is one of the most serious crimes directed against 

the peace and security of mankind. Therefore, the international community has 

been interested in this type of terrorism, it has on several occasions recognized 

the illegality of terrorist acts by States among themselves, in view of the 

breaches and threats they pose to international peace and security, the 

International Law Commission of the United Nations General Assembly has 

recognized the need to define terrorism in its draft on crimes against the peace 

and security of mankind in 1985, the draft included the definition of terrorism as: 

criminal acts directed against another State that are of a nature or that would 
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create a state of fear among its leaders and rulers, a group of persons or the 

general population. Accordingly, the following acts constitute terrorist acts: 

 

 

1. Intentional acts directed against the life, physical integrity or health of the Head 

of State, the person exercising his powers or heirs, the wives of such persons or 

persons with public functions when the act is committed because of the functions 

they exercise. 

2.  Acts aimed at the destruction or causing damage of property and public property 

or for public use. 

3.  Deliberate acts which endanger human life by creating a situation of public 

danger, in particular the crimes of seizure of aircraft, hostage-taking and all other 

forms of violence against persons with international protection or diplomatic 

immunity. 

4. Manufacture, possession or supply of weapons, ammunition, explosive 

materials or harmful materials for the execution of a terrorist act. 

 

International terrorism is an act that jeopardizes innocent human lives or leads 

to the threat of fundamental freedoms, the United Nations General Assembly 

has on numerous occasions condemned all acts, methods and practices of 

terrorism as criminal acts, wherever and by whomever committed, including 

those threatening friendly relations between States and threatening their 

security, and called upon all States to fulfill their obligations under international 

law by refraining from, organizing, assisting in or participating in terrorist acts in 

other States or condoning activities within their territories for the purpose of 

Commit such acts. That terrorist practices - whatever their form - are contrary to 

domestic laws and the principles and provisions of international law, on the one 

hand, threaten and destabilize the internal order and, on the other, involve a 

breach of the international order and a detriment to the general welfare of the 

international community, this is also the case with international crime, which has 

an impact at the international and national levels, the recent dimensions of 

terrorism - especially the international ones - have increased its rapprochement 

with international crime. International terrorism has become the dominant form 

of terrorist practice and has become an undeclared war used by States of all 
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forms and ideologies as an alternative to less costly conflict than conventional 

warfare.  

In international law, terrorism is an international crime if it causes a violation of 

a basic fundamental and essential human right, the crime against humanity in 

international law is the crime of violating human rights, which is known today as 

the rights of the first generation, contained in the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966, 

which, in the opinion of some, transcend the level of mere basic rights enjoyed 

by human beings as a result of social contact between the State and the 

individual, which cannot be waived and cannot be derogated from. 

 

III. Definitions of Terrorism 

1. Definition of the United Nations 

The crime of terrorism was stated in article 1 of the International Convention on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, it is one of the most important human 

rights conventions adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 

December 16, 1966, which unequivocally affirmed the right of all peoples to self-

determination. Article 5, paragraph 2, prohibits the decomposition of the 

Convention on the grounds of accession.  

The crime of terrorism was also stipulated in article 1 of the International 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, adopted by 

the General Assembly on 21 December 1965, as well as the Declaration on 

Territorial Asylum of the United Nations General Assembly in 1967, which 

prohibited the extradition of refugees or deserters, The crime of terrorism 

includes all acts committed by individuals or entities of a State against 

individuals, bodies, institutions or public or private property belonging to another 

State, namely State terrorism. 

On 18 December 1972, on the recommendation of the Sixth Committee, the 

General Assembly adopted resolution 3034 on terrorism, in which it expressed 

the need for international cooperation to take effective measures to combat 

terrorism after it had become so alarming that the international community, and 

the need to examine the underlying causes. The General Assembly also decided 

to establish a special committee on terrorism composed of thirty-five members 

appointed by the President of the General Assembly, taking into account the 



9 
 

principle of equitable geographical representation for the examination of 

observations submitted by States and submitting its report to the General 

Assembly with recommendations for the strengthening of international 

cooperation, the Special Committee has been divided into three subcommittees, 

one of which has been defined by the definition of terrorism, the definitions 

provided by States and those definitions, the proposal of the Group of Non-

Aligned Countries and a group of Arab and African States to define acts that are 

considered as terrorism, are as follows: 

 

a) All acts of violence and other acts of repression exercised by colonial, racist or 

alien regimes against peoples struggling for liberation and for the right to self-

determination and for human rights and other fundamental freedoms. 

b) States condone or assist the remnants of fascist or mercenary organizations that 

carry out terrorist acts against other sovereign States. 

c)  Acts of violence committed by individuals or groups of individuals that endanger 

the lives of innocent individuals or violate fundamental freedoms. 

d)  Acts of violence committed by individuals or groups of individuals to achieve 

personal gain, the effects of which are not confined to the scope of one State.  

 

2.     Definition of the League of Arab States 

Arab countries were subjected to many terrorist operations in the late twentieth 

century, which caused heavy losses of lives and property, with the intensification 

of these vicious terrorist attacks, the efforts of the Arab states united and 

announced their desire to reach a comprehensive understanding and 

constructive cooperation to combat terrorism that threatens the Arab nation and 

violates the freedoms and rights of its citizens. On 22 April 1998, the Arab 

Convention on Combating Terrorism was signed at the headquarters of the Arab 

League in Cairo at a joint session of the Council of Arab Ministers of Interior and 

Justice, which included a general definition of terrorism. Article (2) paragraph (1) 

defines it as: "Any act or threat of violence, whatever its motives and purposes, 

is committed in the implementation of an individual or collective criminal 

enterprise, which aims to terrorize, intimidate them or endanger their lives, 

freedom or security, damage to the environment, public or private facilities or 

property, or occupy or seize them, or endanger one of the national resources.” 
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3.       Definition of international law: 

The International Terrorism Committee of the International Law Association 

identified a draft unified convention on the legal control of international terrorism 

in 1980 that defined terrorism as follows: 

"The crime of international terrorism is any act of serious violence or threat 

emanating from an individual, acting alone or in association with other 

individuals, directed against persons, organizations, places, transport or 

transportation systems, or against members of the general public with a view to 

threatening the activities of such organizations, or to cause loss or damage, to 

undermine relations of friendship between States or between nationals of 

different States, or to extort concessions from States, and to conspire to commit 

or attempt to commit, or to engage in, the commission of public incitement to 

commit crimes Constitutes a crime of international terrorism. " 

As part of the efforts of the International Terrorism Commission, a list of 

principles and explanatory notes was prepared at its meeting in Paris in 1984 as 

follows: 

"Certain acts deserve reprehension to the point that they are the subject of 

international concern, whether they are committed in peacetime or wartime, 

regardless of the justice of the cause of their perpetrators and regardless of the 

political motive.” All these acts must be suppressed. 

4.      Definition of Islamic Fiqh Academy of the Muslim World League: 

Terrorism is defined as: It includes the forms of intimidation, harm, threats, 

unlawful killings, images of barbarism, roadblocks and break the roads, and any 

act of violence or threat, is committed to an individual or collective criminal 

enterprise, it aims to terrorize people, intimidate them, endanger their lives, 

freedom, security or conditions, and the damage to the environment or facilities 

and public or private property, or to expose one of the national resources, or 

natural danger, all this form of corruption in the land that God Almighty forbade 

Muslims in saying ( Wala tabgh alfasad fi al'ard 'inn Allah la yuhibb 

almufsidina ) The interpretation of the verse is “And corruption in the earth shall 

not perish: for God loves not spoilers” As well as the general causes of the 

phenomenon of terrorism in the world, which are geographical, media, 

economic, family and intellectual reasons. The specific reasons for the 

phenomenon of terrorism in the Islamic youth are:  
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1.  Lack of religious education in some Islamic societies. 

2. Misuse of the educational method in the delivery of religious culture. 

3. Ignorance of religion and the jurisprudence of the times and its causes led the 

youth to issue fatwas and various provisions of the texts without reference to 

specialists in the forensic sciences. 

4. Developments in the Islamic arena, and political, social and economic variables. 

5. The religious vacuum of youth and their preoccupation with sub-religious issues. 

6. Failure to understand the truth about the matter of virtue and forbidding evil and 

the person who is in his hand to change the evil by force. 

7. Full submission and blind obedience to the leaders of terrorist groups in some 

Muslim societies, also to meet their material needs. 

8. Lack of positive participation in social and political life. 

9. Non-observance of the inviolability of the five essentials of God Almighty.  

      

IV.  The causes and motives of terrorism in general:  

That terrorism with different objectives and means is only the result of different 

political, economic, social, psychological and other reasons. 

Political causes of terrorism:   

 Colonialism and the preservation of colonial domination, the denial of self-

determination, racism and racial discrimination, the policy of apartheid and wars 

of genocide. 

 Aggression, the use of force in contravention of the Charter of the United 

Nations, the violation of the independence, territorial integrity and territorial 

integrity of States and the occupation and control of the territory and peoples of 

others. 

 Interference in the internal affairs of States, and the widespread terror of 

peoples, with the aim of imposing control over them and carrying the population 

out of their homes and the policy of expansion and hegemony. 

 Religious persecution, stirring up sectarian strife, igniting civil wars, tyranny, and 

suppressing freedoms. 

 Encouraging or organizing irregular armed forces or mercenaries to raid or 

commit subversive territory of a State, the use of mercenaries has become a 

new instrument of terrorism after it has traditionally been used to participate in 

foreign wars only. 



12 
 

Economic and social causes of the emergence of the phenomenon of 

terrorism: 

 The continued existence of an unfair international economic order. 

 The foreign exploitation of natural and national resources and the destruction of 

certain populations, neighborhoods, transport and economic structures. 

 Injustice, political, social and economic exploitation, violation of human rights, 

poverty, hunger, misery and disappointment. 

Personal and psychological reasons including: 

 Escape from the implementation of a particular provision or obligations. 

 Impression, fame or publicity. 

 Disregard for international regulations and sanctions. 

 Madness and mental disorder. 

 Obtain financial assistance for individuals or groups living in hardship or in 

difficult living conditions. 

 Individual, psychological or mental training factor in the practice of terrorism. 

Scientific and technological causes of terrorism: 

 The development has been a factor in the expansion of this phenomenon, where 

it placed in the hands of the perpetrators of terrorist acts more modern means of 

effective in achieving the objectives envisaged, the aircraft provided them with 

the ability to carry out operations from afar and to move very quickly from one 

place to another, Is itself kidnapping an important target of terrorism. 

 The development has been a factor in the expansion of this phenomenon, where 

it placed in the hands of the perpetrators of terrorist acts more modern means of 

effective in achieving the objectives envisaged, the aircraft provided them with 

the ability to carry out operations from afar and to move very quickly from one 

place to another, in addition to the fact that it itself has become an important 

target of terrorism. 

 Internet services, mobile and other services, which increased the opportunities 

and opened the doors for communication operations who see the possibility of 

recruiting them to serve terrorism. 

Former UN Secretary-General Dr. Kurt Waldheim accused the major powers of 

being responsible for the spread of the phenomenon of terrorism that is shaking 

the world, he cited several reasons, most notably: 
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1. The exercise of the right of veto in the UN Security Council, and the complacency 

of the major powers to carry out their duties, which led to the inability of the 

United Nations to achieve the goals set forth in its charter and the Bill of Rights. 

2. The complicity and distinction of the great powers led to the failure of the 

international organization to achieve international cooperation and to solve 

economic and social problems among the countries of the world. 

3. The rape of vulnerable peoples is unjust and impure, and the United Nations has 

failed to compensate for it. 

Waldheim then emphasized two basic things: 

 The first is that if there are acts of terrorism deserving punishment, there are 

other acts linked to political and social issues stemming from the injustices 

suffered by some oppressed peoples. 

 The second is that if terrorism must be eliminated, it is imperative to identify its 

causes first, and every attempt to cure ignores the fundamental reasons that will 

not be useful. 

The Special Committee on International Terrorism of the United Nations General 

Assembly, in its report of February 1979, identified political, economic and social 

causes of terrorism as follows: 

A. Of political reasons 

 

 Lack of political and social democracy. 

 State control over another country (colonialism). 

 Racism. 

 The use of force against weak states. 

 Intervention in the internal affairs of other countries. 

 Foreign occupation (in whole or in part). 

 The practice of repression and violence to displace or control a particular people. 

 

B. Economic reasons 

 

 The imbalance in the global economic system. 

 Foreign exploitation of natural resources of developing countries. 

 

C. Of social causes 
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 Human rights violations (torture, imprisonment or reprisals). 

 Hunger, deprivation, misery and ignorance. 

 Ignoring the suffering of a people is being persecuted. 

 Destruction of the environment. 

The Special Committee has recognized the issue of international terrorism. The 

organized nature of the evil use of innocent victims to achieve certain objectives 

is part of the contemporary culture of terrorism, for example, in the theory of the 

balance of terrorism through terrorism by bombing cities and civilians, and the 

expansion or complexity of cities and their institutions though it is not a direct or 

indirect cause of terrorism but it is used as a means that can be used to exercise 

it. 

 

V. Role of Media: 

 

 Media plays an important and influential role in the direction and trends of public 

opinion, and the formulation of positions and behaviors through the news and 

information provided by the various media. If the public opinion has the right to 

know the truth and follow up on the events taking place on the local, regional 

and international levels, dealing with these events and publishing them and 

following them should be done in accordance with professional controls and 

ethical, humanitarian and objective criteria that take into account the conditions 

of society and the mood of public opinion, which means the need for a balance 

between the public's right to knowledge and its cultural, moral and religious 

authority. 

 The importance of the media in how to use it and use it purposefully and in a 

manner that makes it able to express objectivity when dealing with various 

issues, hence the exploitation of terrorism to the media to promote his ideas and 

support through his continuous attempts to search for media propaganda to 

highlight his presence and purposes. 

 The willingness of the media and their ability to broadcast dramatic incidents of 

violence around the world are widening and even encouraging terrorism, and so 

terrorists guarantee direct coverage of their actions on a global scale through 

radio, television and newspapers. This may have prompted some members of 
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the Special Committee on the subject of international terrorism to demand that 

the coverage of individual terrorist acts be limited to the minimum. 

 The importance of the role played by the media because of their ability to reach 

people and influence their minds and ideas and convictions in various ways and 

diverse, hence the exploitation of organized movements of the media to promote 

their terrorist ideology and support through its ongoing attempts to search for 

media propaganda to highlight its existence and objectives. 

 To create an atmosphere of chaos and intimidation, and to allow the spread of 

rumors tendentious, which raise public fear and clogged against local authorities 

on the grounds of their inability to protect its security, terrorists are arming the 

various media to market their purposes and objectives and employ them to 

mislead the security services and gain control of public opinion by publishing the 

news of the terrorist operations they carry out, as the media campaigns covering 

these operations help to achieve and complete the objectives of terrorists, who 

view the media coverage of their crimes as an important criterion for measuring 

the success of their terrorist act. 

 

VI. International conventions and protocols against terrorism: 

 

The second half of the twentieth century saw an international effort to combat 

organized terrorist crimes and to intensify the punishment of perpetrators, since 

1963, the international community has established 13 universal legal 

instruments to prevent terrorist acts. Those instruments were prepared under 

the auspices of the United Nations and its specialized agencies and the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and their participation is open to all 

Member States. In 2005, the international community also made substantive 

changes to three of these global accounting instruments specifically on the threat 

posed by terrorism; On 8 July of that year, States adopted amendments to the 

Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material and, and on 14 

October, they agreed to the 2005 Protocol, annexed to the Convention for the 

Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation and the 

2005 Protocol, annexed to the Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts 

against the Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf.  

 

All conventions rely on the basic guidelines already in place in the conventions 

concluded: the importance of criminalizing terrorist offenses, making them 
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punishable by law, and calling for the prosecution or extradition of perpetrators; 

the need to remove legislation that provides for exceptions to this criminalization 

based on political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or similar 

grounds; a strong call for Member States to take measures to prevent terrorist 

acts; to stress the need for Member States to cooperate and exchange 

information and to provide each other with the utmost assistance in the 

prevention, investigation and prosecution of terrorist acts. 

 

In the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, adopted by the 

General Assembly on 8 September 2006, Member States stressed the 

importance of existing international instruments against terrorism by pledging to 

consider becoming parties to them without delay and implementing their 

provisions. 

The following is a summary of the 1937 Geneva Convention on the Prevention 

of Terrorism, the 1979 European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism 

and the main conventions and protocols dealing with terrorism: 

 

1. The 1937 Geneva Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism 

In 1937, the League of Nations held an international conference in Geneva in 

which an international convention against international terrorism was reached. 

The preamble to the Convention urged the Contracting Parties to take effective 

measures to prevent and punish terrorist crimes of an international character. In 

Article 1, the States Parties undertake to refrain from any act that would 

encourage terrorist activities, prevent terrorist acts directed at any other State 

and punish the perpetrators, and that there be cooperation among them in order 

to achieve this. In the second paragraph of the same article, the Convention 

defines the intent of acts of terrorism as criminal acts directed against a State 

and is targeted or intended to create a state of terror in the minds of persons 

concerned, groups of persons or the general public. According to the provisions 

of the Convention, several conditions must be met in the terrorist act, so that the 

provisions of the Geneva Convention apply. One of these conditions is that the 

terrorist act of the type that falls within the criminal acts contained in the 

Convention and the national penal legislation, and that the act was directed 

directly or indirectly to the State; acts against individuals were not within the 

scope of the Convention. In its second article, the Convention deals with 

examples of acts that are considered terrorist acts of an international character, 
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any act of intent that causes the death or serious bodily injury or loss of liberty 

of any of the heads of State, their employers, their heirs or successors, spouses 

and spouses of any of the former categories, and persons with public 

responsibilities if such acts are directed against them in their capacity as such.  

 

2. European Convention for the Suppression of Terrorism 

In 1977, the European Convention for the Suppression of Terrorism was 

established to eliminate the phenomenon of international terrorism that swept 

through Europe in the early 1970s, the Convention provides that the crime of 

terrorism is one of the crimes set forth in the Convention for the Suppression of 

Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft signed in The Hague in 1970, and the crimes 

contained in the Convention for the Suppression of Crimes against the Safety of 

Civil Aviation, signed in Montreal in 1971, serious crimes that constitute an attack 

on life, physical integrity or freedom of persons with international protection, 

including diplomatic envoys, crimes involving kidnapping, hostage-taking or 

unlawful detention of individuals, and crimes involving the use of missiles, 

grenades, rockets, firearms, letters or parcels. 

The European Convention stressed in particular the importance of the principle 

of extraditing the perpetrators of terrorist acts as one of the essential elements 

to ensure the effectiveness of the Convention and achieve the desired results 

and objectives. It should be noted that the Convention does not grant States the 

choice between extradition and trial, priority is always given for extradition, and 

the jurisdiction of the courts of the State concerned is only in cases where it is 

impossible to extradite the accused to the State which has committed the 

terrorist act in its territory. The Convention favors the prosecution of perpetrators 

of terrorist acts before the jurisdiction of the State in whose territory the crime 

was committed, since it has the natural jurisdiction to deal with such crimes.  

VII. The conventions for the prevention and punishment of acts of terrorism 

directed against individuals and persons with international protection 

 

1. The Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Terrorism, which takes the 

form of crimes against persons and related extortion of international 

importance, and punish the perpetrators of such acts, it was signed in 

Washington on 2/2/1971. The Convention states that Contracting States are 
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obliged to cooperate with each other and take effective measures as they deem 

appropriate in accordance with their criminal laws and legislation, with particular 

attention to those contained in the Convention to prevent and punish terrorist 

acts, especially kidnapping, killing and other attacks directed against the life and 

safety of people committed to the state, in accordance with international law, by 

providing them with special protection, as well as against extortion related to 

such crimes. Contracting States are also obliged to include such offenses in their 

penal legislation. 

2. Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against 

Internationally Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Envoys, including 

diplomatic envoys, and to punish the perpetrators of these crimes, it was signed 

in New York on 14 December 1973 with the increase in violence against 

members of diplomatic missions and their exposure to many terrorist acts, some 

UN member states have made proposals to intensify and increase state 

obligations to protect diplomatic envoys. The United Nations General Assembly 

mandated its International Law Commission to prepare a draft convention on the 

promotion of prevention and defense of persons under special protection in 

accordance with international law. At the twenty-eighth session of the United 

Nations General Assembly, the draft law prepared by the International Law 

Commission was approved with some amendments.  

The Convention defines what is meant by a person with international protection 

as follows:  

 Every head of state, every prime minister, foreign minister and members of their 

families who are in their company. 

 Each representative, employee or official person of a State and any other person 

representing a governmental organization. Article 2 of the Convention specifies 

the offenses to which the provisions of the Convention apply, namely deliberate 

attacks which constitute crimes in accordance with the domestic legislation of 

the Contracting State, and these include: 

 The killing, abduction or other attack on a person or his freedom by an 

internationally protected person. 

 A violent attack on the official place of business of a person who enjoys 

international protection or his or her place of residence or means of transport 

that would endanger his or her person or liberty. 

 The threat of any such attack. 

 Attempt to commit any such attack. 
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 Any act constituting a complicity in such an attack. 

The Convention obliges Contracting States to take appropriate measures to 

prevent the commission of crimes under the Convention in the territory under 

their jurisdiction, while cooperating in the fight against such crimes through the 

exchange of information on terrorist acts and perpetrators and the coordination 

of legislative, administrative and technical measures to prevent them. 

3. International Convention against the Taking of Hostages, signed in New 

York on 17/12/1979 the Convention defined the crime of hostage-taking as the 

arrest, detention and threat of death or injury of another person, or continue to 

be detained in order to compel a third party, whether a State or an 

intergovernmental organization, a natural or legal person or a group of persons, 

To carry out a specific act as an explicit or implicit condition for the release of 

the hostage, to carry out a specific act as an explicit or implicit condition for the 

release of the hostage. Contracting States shall be bound to include in their 

national legislation the offenses set forth in this Convention and shall be 

punished by penalties commensurate with the gravity of those crimes. The 

provisions of the Convention apply only to the crime of hostage-taking of an 

international character that is involving an external or an international element.  

 

4. Convention of 1980, On the possession and illicit use of nuclear material:  

 Criminalize the illicit possession, use, transfer and theft of nuclear material, as 

well as the threat of the use of nuclear material to cause death, serious damage 

or substantial property losses. 

 Amendments to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material. 

 To legally oblige States Parties to protect nuclear facilities and materials when 

used for peaceful purposes and to store and transport them for peaceful 

purposes. 

 To provide for the expansion of cooperation among States with regard to 

expeditious measures to locate and recover smuggled nuclear material, to 

mitigate any radiological consequences or to sabotage and to prevent and 

combat related crimes. 

 

5. Convention on the Suppression of Unlawful Interference with International 

Civil Aviation in this regard, the following international conventions have been 

developed: 
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A. Convention on Offenses and Acts Committed on Board Aircraft, signed at 

Tokyo on 14 September 1963, which became effective as of 4/12/1969.  

The Tokyo Convention applies to:  

 Crimes subject to the provisions of the Penal Code. 

 Acts which are or are not offenses that would endanger (or potentially endanger) 

the safety of the aircraft or persons or funds therein or endanger the good order 

and control on board. 

 Offenses committed or acts committed by any person aboard any aircraft 

registered in a Contracting State while the aircraft is in flight, on the high seas or 

any other area outside the territory of any State. 

The Convention provides that regardless of the nationality of the suspects, the 

State of registration of the aircraft shall have jurisdiction over the offenses and 

acts committed on board the aircraft, and that each Contracting State, as the 

State of registration, shall take such measures as may be necessary and 

necessary to establish its jurisdiction with respect to offenses committed on 

board the aircraft registered therein. In any event, the Convention does not 

exclude any criminal jurisdiction which is directly conducted in accordance with 

the provisions of national law.  

B. Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft, signed at 

The Hague, Netherlands, on 16 December 1970.  

The Hague Diplomatic Conference in December 1970 resulted in the Hague 

Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft. The perpetrator 

of the crime of unlawful seizure of the aircraft under this Convention is any 

person on board the aircraft in flight: 

 Submitted illegally, by force, threat of use or use of any form of coercion, by the 

seizure or control of the aircraft or by the commission of any such act. 

 Participates with any person who commits or initiates any of these acts. Each 

Contracting State has undertaken to punish any of these crimes with severe 

penalties. 

 

C. Convention for the Suppression of Crimes against the Safety of Civil 

Aviation, signed at Montreal on 23 September 1971. 
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The Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) convened a diplomatic conference in 

Montreal, Canada, to address gaps in the 1970 Hague Convention, the scope of 

which did not include unlawful acts directed at aircraft while on board or flying in 

the air.  

The Montreal Convention applies to anyone: 

 Who commits an act of violence against a person on board an aircraft in flight if 

such work is likely to endanger the safety of the aircraft. 

 Destroys an aircraft in service, or cause damage to such aircraft that pose a risk 

to its safety during flight. 

 Places or causes the placing of an instrument or material in an aircraft in service 

by any means, so that it is likely to destroy or damage the aircraft which renders 

it unfit for flight, or cause damage to them that are likely to pose a risk to their 

safety during flight. 

 Destroys or damages air navigation facilities equipment or interfere in its 

operations if any of these acts jeopardizes the safety of an aircraft in flight. 

 Informs information known to be incorrect that would endanger the safety of an 

aircraft in an aviation situation. 

 He is also a perpetrator of a crime, any person who commits any of the preceding 

acts or participates with a person who commits or initiates any of the acts.  

 

6. Conventions relating to the safety of maritime navigation: 

 

a) 1988 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety 

of Maritime Navigation - On terrorist acts on board ships: 

 Establish a legal regime applicable to acts against international maritime 

navigation similar to that established for international civil aviation; 

 Criminalize any person who unlawfully arrests and controls a ship, threatens, 

intimidates, or commits acts of violence against a person on board a ship if that 

work is likely to threaten the safety of the ship's navigation; the placing of 

explosive devices or materials aboard a vessel; or any other acts that threaten 

the safety of ships. 

 

b) Protocol of 2005 to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts 

against the Safety of Maritime Navigation: 

 Criminalizes the use of ships as devices for carrying out terrorist acts; 
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 The use of ships for the transport of various substances with knowing that is 

criminalized for the purpose of causing death, serious injury or serious damage,  

 Criminalizes the use of ships for the transport of persons who have committed 

terrorist acts; 

 Establishes procedures for the control of a vessel suspected of committing a 

crime under the Convention. 

 

c) Protocol of 1988 concerning the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the 

Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf - On terrorist 

acts on fixed installations at sea: 

 Established a legal regime applicable to acts against fixed facilities on the 

continental shelf, similar to the regime established for the protection of 

international civil aviation. 

 

d) Protocol for the year 2005 of the Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful 

Acts against the Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental 

Shelf. 

  

e) Adapts the changes to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful 

Acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation, in accordance with the 

context of the fixed installations on the continental shelf.  

 

7. The 1991 Convention for the Marking of Plastic Explosives for the Purpose 

of Detection - Provides for chemical discrimination to facilitate the detection of 

plastic explosives, to combat aircraft vandalism, for example: 

 Developed to monitor the use of plastic explosives and reduce it, was negotiated 

in the wake of the Panam bombing with bombs in 1988. 

 Parties are under an obligation to ensure that unmarked explosives are 

monitored, in their territory, such as explosives that do not contain a detection 

agent contained in the annex to the technical agreement. 

 Each Party shall, in general, have the duty to take effective measures to prohibit 

and prevent the manufacture of non-distinctive plastic explosives; and to prevent 

the entry into and exit from its territory of unmarked plastic explosives; and to 

exercise strict and effective control over the possession and transport of 

unmarked explosives, manufactured or imported prior to the entry into force of 

the Convention; to ensure the destruction of the entire stockpile of unexploded 
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explosives other than those in the possession of the police or the army, or 

consumption, or to discriminate or invalidate it, within three years; and to take 

the necessary measures to ensure the destruction of unmarked explosives in 

the possession of the army or police, consumption, discrimination or deactivation 

within 15 years; and to ensure that any non-distinctive explosives manufactured 

after the date of entry into force of the Convention for the State concerned are 

destroyed as soon as possible.  

 

8. International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, 1997:  

 Establishes a universal judicial system that includes intentional and unlawful use 

of explosives and other lethal devices in or against various public places for the 

purpose of killing or causing serious injury or for the purpose of causing 

extensive destruction in public places.  

 

9. International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of 

Terrorism, 1999  

 Requires that parties take steps to prevent and combat terrorist financing, 

directly or indirectly, by groups claiming to pursue charitable, social or cultural 

ends, or encouraging illegal activities such as drug trafficking or arms smuggling.  

 Obliges States to charge those who finance terrorism with criminal, civil and 

administrative responsibility. 

 Provides for the identification of terrorist activities, the freezing and confiscation 

of funds addressed to them, as well as the sharing of confiscated funds with 

other States, as the case may be, and banking secrets are no longer sufficient 

grounds for refraining from cooperation. 

 

10. International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear 

Terrorism, 2005: 

 Including a wide range of possible acts and targets, including nuclear power 

plants and nuclear reactors. 

 Including the threat to commit, attempt to commit and participate in such crimes. 

 Provides for the extradition or prosecution of the perpetrators of such crimes. 

 States are encouraged to cooperate in preventing terrorist attacks by 

exchanging information and cooperating in the context of criminal investigations 

and extradition proceedings. 
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 Crisis situations deal with assisting States in resolving crises, post-crisis 

situations, securing nuclear material through the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA). 

The Commission on Human Rights decided in April 2005 in resolution 80/2005 

to appoint for a period of three years a special rapporteur on the promotion and 

protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering 

terrorism. The Human Rights Council has assumed responsibility for this 

mandate (General Assembly resolution 60/251), such as other special 

procedures, and extended for a period of one year subject to the review to be 

undertaken by the Council (Human Rights Council resolution 102/2006). The 

mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism was extended by 

the Human Rights Council for a period of three years under resolution 15/15. In 

addition, the Council requested the Special Rapporteur: 

a) To submit specific recommendations on the promotion and protection of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, including the 

provision of advisory services or technical assistance on such matters at the 

request of States. 

b) Collect, request, receive and exchange information and correspondence from all 

relevant sources, including Governments and individuals concerned, their 

families, representatives and organizations, including through country visits, with 

the consent of the States concerned, on alleged violations of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism. 

c) Include a gender perspective throughout his mandate. 

d) Identify, exchange and promote best practices on counter-terrorism measures 

that respect human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

e) To work in close coordination with relevant United Nations bodies and 

mechanisms, in particular the other special procedures of the Council, in order 

to strengthen the work on the promotion and protection of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms while avoiding duplication of unnecessary efforts. 

f) Establish a regular dialogue and discuss possible areas of cooperation with 

Governments and all relevant actors, Including relevant United Nations bodies, 

specialized agencies and programs, and, among other things, Terrorism 

Committee of the Security Council, including its executive branch, the Counter-

Terrorism Implementation Task Force, the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, the Terrorism Prevention Branch of the United 
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Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention, the treaty bodies, as well 

as non-governmental organizations and other regional or sub regional 

international institutions, while respecting the scope of its mandate and fully 

respecting the mandates of the above-mentioned bodies, while avoiding 

duplication of efforts.  

g) Submit regularly reports to the Council and to the General Assembly. 

The current Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights 

and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism is Mr. Ben Emerson 

(United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), who assumed office on 

1 August 2011. 

 

VIII.Terrorism in International Law: Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy 

The defense of human rights and adherence to the rule of law in the context of 

the fight against terrorism is at the core of the Secretary-General's 

recommendations for a global counter-terrorism strategy and has pointed out 

that terrorism itself constitutes an attack on human rights and the rule of law, 

human rights and the rule of law cannot be sacrificed in countering terrorism. 

That would be a victory for terrorists. In his recommendations to Member States, 

the Secretary-General stressed that the defense of the human rights of all, not 

only to those suspected of terrorism but also to those who are victims of terrorism 

and to those affected by the consequences of terrorism is essential for all 

components of an effective counter-terrorism strategy. In his report of 2 May 

2006, he said that the defense of human rights was a prerequisite for every 

aspect of an effective counter-terrorism strategy. It is an association that brings 

together different components together. And called upon Member States to 

ensure that a measure taken to combat terrorism was in compliance with their 

obligations under international law, in particular human rights law, refugee law 

and international humanitarian law, because any strategy against human rights 

would directly serve terrorists. 

The Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, negotiated and adopted by Member 

States, is in line with the strong emphasis on defending human rights and 

upholding the rule of law. The Plan of Action, which was unanimously approved 

by the countries, contains an entire section on measures to ensure respect for 

human rights for all and the rule of law as that is the essential basis for the fight 

against terrorism. On 8 September 2006, the United Nations General Assembly 
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adopted a Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy at its 99th plenary meeting, in 

which the UN Member States agreed to: 

 To condemn terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. 

 Take urgent action to prevent and combat terrorism in all its forms and 

manifestations. 

 Recognize that international cooperation and any measures we undertake to 

prevent and combat terrorism must be consistent with the obligations of the 

international community under international law, including the Charter of the 

United Nations and the relevant international conventions and protocols, in 

particular human rights law, refugee law and international humanitarian law. 

 

Themes of the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy: 

The strategy consists of four axes: 

First: Measures to address the conditions conducive to the spread of 

terrorism  

The international community recognized the need for a number of measures to 

address the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism, these include, for 

example, but are not limited to, unresolved long-standing conflicts, the 

elimination of the victims of terrorism, in all its forms and manifestations, of their 

humanity, the absence of the rule of law and violations of human rights, 

discrimination on the basis of ethnic, national and religious affiliation, political 

exclusion, social and economic marginalization and the lack of good 

governance, recognizing that none of these circumstances can constitute an 

excuse or justification for acts of terrorism.  

Second: Measures to prevent and combat terrorism 

In this regard, reference was made to the international community's adoption of 

a number of measures that would prevent and combat terrorism, in particular by 

denying terrorists access to the means to carry out their attacks, to achieve their 

objectives and to achieve the intended effect of their attacks. 

Third: Measures to build the capacity of States to prevent and combat 

terrorism and to strengthen the role of the United Nations system in this 

regard 
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In this regard, reference has been made to the international community's 

recognition that capacity-building in all States is an essential element in global 

counter-terrorism efforts, and recognizes measures to develop the capacity of 

States to prevent and combat terrorism and to promote coordination and 

coherence within the United Nations system in the context of the promotion of 

international cooperation in the fight against terrorism.  

Fourth: Measures to ensure respect for human rights for all and the rule of 

law as the cornerstone of the fight against terrorism  

This axis included a number of measures to be taken internationally to promote 

human rights, as follows:  

"We are reaffirming that the promotion and protection of human rights for all and 

the rule of law is fundamental to all elements of the strategy, recognizing that 

effective measures against terrorism and the protection of human rights are not 

incompatible, but complementary and mutually reinforcing, emphasizing the 

need to promote and protect the rights of victims of terrorism”, we resolve to take 

the following measures:  

1. Reaffirm that General Assembly resolution 60/158 of 16 December 2005 

provides the basic framework for "the protection of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism". 

2. Reaffirm that States must ensure that any measures taken to combat terrorism 

fulfill their obligations under international law, in particular human rights law, 

refugee law and international humanitarian law. 

3. To consider acceding without delay to the principal international instruments on 

human rights law, refugee law and international humanitarian law and their 

implementation, as well as to consider accepting the competence of the relevant 

international and regional human rights monitoring bodies. 

4. To spare no effort to establish and maintain an effective and rule-based national 

criminal justice system that can ensure, in accordance with our obligations under 

international law, to bring to justice anyone involved in the financing, planning, 

planning, perpetration or perpetration of terrorist acts, on the basis of the 

principle of extradition or trial of wanted persons, with due respect for human 

rights and fundamental freedoms, and the provision in domestic laws and 

regulations that such terrorist acts constitute serious crimes. We recognize that 

States may need assistance in the establishment and maintenance of this 

effective and rule-based criminal justice system, we encourage them to seek 
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technical assistance of such bodies as, the United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime.  

5. Reaffirm the important role played by the United Nations system in strengthening 

the international legal architecture by promoting the rule of law, respect for 

human rights and the establishment of effective criminal justice systems, which 

are the cornerstone of our common fight against terrorism.  

6. Supporting the Human Rights Council and contributing, in the process of 

forming, its work on the promotion and protection of human rights for all in the 

context of combating terrorism. 

7. Support the strengthening of the operational capacity of the Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, with special emphasis on field 

operations and field presence. United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights should continue to play a leading role in examining the question of the 

protection of human rights in the context of combating terrorism, to make general 

recommendations on States' human rights obligations and to provide assistance 

and advice to States, particularly in the area of awareness of international human 

rights law among national law enforcement agencies, at the request of States. 

8. Support the role of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism. The Special 

Rapporteur should continue to support States' efforts and provide practical 

advice by correspondence with Governments, undertake country visits, establish 

liaison with the United Nations and regional organizations, and report on these 

issues. 

 

IX.War on terror and international humanitarian law 

 

Terrorism itself constitutes an attack on human rights and the rule of law, Human 

rights and the rule of law cannot be sacrificed in the fight against terrorism this 

would be a victory for terrorists, ensuring respect for human rights for all in the 

context of combating terrorism is essential, even for those suspected of terrorism 

and those who are victims of terrorism, and for those affected by the 

consequences of terrorism. 

Terrorism has been an influential factor in international relations in the twentieth 

century, especially in World War II and the massacres of millions of innocent 

people, the result was the Geneva Conventions of 1949, which forms with the 
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protocols thereto and the conventions on human rights in armed conflicts 

constitute the so-called international humanitarian law.  

Terrorism constitutes a violation of human rights and causes instability at all 

levels, hence the need to combat it and address its causes. The fight against 

terrorism has gone through two stages in terms of the means used and the direct 

implications of using these means. In the pre-September 11, 2001, period, the 

fight against terrorism was carried out through international conventions that 

were entrusted to the signatories, After September 11, the fight against terrorism 

took the form of direct military intervention by the United States and its allied 

countries in this area, The military operations sometimes came out of the 

framework of international legitimacy, so that they did not come as a result of 

UN resolutions and under its supervision. This prompted the demand to abide 

by the rules of international humanitarian law in the fight against terrorism. 

Any measures to combat terrorism must comply with the rules of international 

law, in particular human rights law, refugee law and international humanitarian 

law, because any measures or actions (strategies, laws) that undermine human 

rights will directly serve terrorists. 

As such, as a general principle, human rights norms must be fully respected 

under any circumstances, the fundamental basis for combating terrorism is "to 

ensure and respect human rights for all and to uphold the rule of law". 

 

Means of human rights violations in the context of combating terrorism: 

 

Combating terrorism is legitimate and necessary, but sometimes it may put 

international human rights standards at risk, and there are forms in which one or 

more human rights may be used as a pretext to combat terrorism which we can 

mention: 

 The legalization of grave violations of human rights is legal. 

 The fight against terrorism is also sometimes a more insidious means of 

punishing those who dare to express grievances, especially those of a political 

nature, and even those who call for respect for human rights and freedoms as 

terrorist groups. 

 The use of counter-terrorism as a pretext to disperse the international 

community's opinion and even gain support for non-terrorist violence and 

political interests. 

Acts that violate human rights in the context of combating terrorism: 
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The State should ensure and protect the full range of human rights and in various 

circumstances, the most prominent violations committed under the guise of 

combating terrorism include:  

 Targeting private property and service. 

 Kill civilians, including women and children. 

 Extrajudicial killings, especially in the case of suspects without any effort to 

arrest them. 

 Excessive use of force without justification. 

 Enforced disappearance. 

 Arbitrary arrests and prolonged detention without charge. 

 Torture. 

 Suppression of freedom of opinion and expression. 

 Unfair trials 

 Use of prohibited weapons. 

 Failure to ensure the provision of essential services for the shelter and relief of 

those affected. 

Reasons for violations: 

 The law does not know or define how to distinguish "political" offenses from 

"terrorist" offenses. 

 Awareness of the concepts of human rights and international humanitarian law 

in the security and military agencies at all administrative levels. 

 Military experience trained to determine military objectives from others. 

 Judicial system that enables it to know the truth. 

 The potential and misuse of available resources to provide protection and urgent 

relief to those affected, including displaced persons. 

 Accountability of perpetrators as well as inequity and compensation for victims 

as an integral part of justice. 

 Independence and impartiality of the judiciary. To ensure the fundamental rights 

of defendants in proper litigation proceedings. 

 Reforming competent courts to guarantee basic rights in a fair trial.  

The justification for the war on terror is what terrorism leads to a violation of 

human rights; terrorist acts deprive a person of the enjoyment of the various 

rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
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international conventions that sponsor them, this may amount to depriving a 

person of his right to life, which is the most human right attached to a person.  

 

X.  Terrorism and armed struggle for self-determination 

The United Nations Charter, in its first article, affirms the right to self-

determination. The second paragraph states: "To develop friendly relations 

among nations on the basis of self-determination, as well as to take other 

appropriate measures to promote public peace." The Charter of the United 

Nations reaffirmed the right of self-determination in Article 55 thereof. The 

concept of this right has been elaborated in a large number of United Nations 

General Assembly resolutions since 1950, and the International Conventions on 

Civil and Political Rights and Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of 1966. It 

was recognized as an uncontested legal principle by the International Court of 

Justice and the International Law Commission. It was also reaffirmed in the 1970 

Assembly Resolution, under the title Declaration of Principles of International 

Law on Friendship and Cooperation among States in accordance with the 

Charter of the United Nations. 

The resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations affirmed the right 

to struggle for the realization of the right to self-determination. The General 

Assembly Resolution No.3314 of 1974 on the definition of aggression stated that 

"nothing in this definition can prejudice the right of those peoples to struggle for 

that end. And to seek and receive support under the Charter and in accordance 

with the above-mentioned Declaration. " 

The right to self-determination raises the legitimacy of the use of force as a 

means of putting this right into effect if peaceful means cannot enable the 

peoples under occupation to enjoy the right to self-determination. The United 

Nations General Assembly has affirmed this concept in many of its resolutions 

since 1945. Perhaps the most important of these decisions, which was issued in 

1974, including the definition of aggression, and contained Article VII of the 

reservation in favor of the national liberation movements of great importance.  

This article states that it is not in this definition, and in particular what is stated 

in Article III, which included examples of some cases of aggression which do not 

justify the right of peoples under colonial or racist regimes, or any other forms of 

foreign domination, Determination, freedom and independence as recognized 

by the Charter of the United Nations.  This sense has been confirmed in United 
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Nations General Assembly resolution No.3103 of 12 December 1978, on "Basic 

principles in the legal status of combatants fighting colonial and foreign 

domination and racist regimes".  

The Conference on the Development of International Humanitarian Law gave 

great attention to the legal status of the wars of national liberation. The first and 

second Geneva Protocols of 1977 and subsequent to the Geneva Conventions 

of 1949 were adopted. The First Protocol considered the wars of liberation as 

international wars, article 4, paragraph 4, of this Protocol provides that 

international wars shall be considered as "armed conflicts in which peoples 

struggle against colonial domination, foreign occupation and against racist 

regimes, in the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination, as 

enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on Principles 

of International Law on Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in 

accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. " Article 96, paragraph 3, of 

Protocol I states: "A representative authority of a people engaged in a conflict 

with a High Contracting Party in an armed conflict may have the character 

referred to in article IV, paragraph 4, such declaration shall, after the receipt of 

the depositary's secretariat, the following effects in relation to that dispute: 

1. The Conventions and this Annex (the Protocol) shall enter into force for the 

mentioned Authority as a Party to the dispute with immediate effect. 

2. The mentioned authority shall exercise the same rights and assume the same 

obligations as a High Contracting Party to the Conventions and this Annex. 

3. The Conventions and this Protocol oblige all parties to the conflict alike. 

All these things confirm the legitimacy of the use of force within the framework 

of the right to self-determination. Hence the need to distinguish between 

terrorism and armed resistance to the occupation as a legitimate and recognized 

right in the international charters.  

 

XI.  War on terror and human rights after 11 September 

 

The radical transformation that took place after September 11, 2001, is direct 

military action in the name of the global war on terrorism, despite the absence 

of a unified international agreement on the concept of terrorism and the 

continuing confusion between terrorism and legitimate resistance to occupation. 

Especially that terrorism is a violation of human rights, the war on terror, if it does 



33 
 

not abide by specific rules, is also a threat to human rights. This includes security 

measures taken within countries, as well as military operations abroad. On 

behalf of the right to fight terrorism, Afghanistan and Iraq were occupied, a group 

of states and radical political movements have been classified as terrorists, who 

are accused by the US State Department of funding, support and the practice of 

terrorism, and has been pushed to put several international conventions to 

combat terrorism, including: 

 American Convention against Terrorism. 

 European Convention for the Suppression of Terrorism. 

 Arab Convention for the Suppression of Terrorism adopted by the Arab 

League and entered into force 7/5/1999 

 The Organization of the Islamic Conference Convention against 

International Terrorism. 

In order to implement the counter-terrorism conventions, UN Security Council 

Resolution No.1373 was adopted on September 28, 2001, after the events of 11 

September. Where the use of war against targeted States and organizations was 

permitted. An international committee of all Member States was established to 

monitor the implementation of this resolution, the United Nations has expressed 

its fears about the violation of the human rights system, the result of excessive 

security concerns and the waving of military force under the pretext of combating 

terrorism, on 23 April 2001, the UN Commission on Human Rights affirmed the 

need to limit the fight against terrorism by respecting human rights by invoking 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and International Covenants and 

refusing to accept the sacrifice of human rights to combat terrorism. Many 

human rights organizations expressed concern about the exploitation of the 

United Nations resolution on combating terrorism by the regimes to eliminate the 

guarantees granted by international covenants and charters in the field of 

freedoms, especially in non-democratic countries that may resort to a method of 

repression against the opposition and against freedom of expression, opinion 

and organization. Amnesty International noted that the Arab Convention on 

Combating Terrorism is incompatible with international law, charters and 

international covenants and noted seven notes: 

1)  The definition of terrorism does not meet the requirements of international law 

and human rights and is subject to a broad interpretation that can be used to 

suppress freedoms. 
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2) There is no precise definition of the word violence, which may increase the risk 

of prosecution or trial of persons, although there is insufficient evidence of a 

specific crime. 

3) To include the threat of violence in the definition, which opens the door to its use 

against opposing political currents that could threaten its use. 

4) The Convention does not refer to any specific definitions of the words (terrorist 

purpose, terrorist elements, and terrorist group). 

5) The Convention makes no reference to international human rights law and only 

refers to the national law of States parties. 

6) There was no restriction on the death penalty and the practice of torture. 

7) The Convention did not provide for fair trial guarantees or the right to challenge 

judgments and judicial authorities. 

These observations are sufficient to reject this Convention, which threatens the 

fate of human rights, knowing that the domestic laws of the States parties that 

are supposed to protect these rights are fragile and do not comply with 

international covenants and charters. 

XII.  War on terror and international humanitarian law 

The Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the two Protocols annexed thereto in 

1977 constitute the so-called international humanitarian law. It has been 

supplemented by international conventions and human rights protocols in the 

case of armed conflict. After the fight against terrorism took place after 

September 11, the war in its traditional sense was directed against the parties 

and countries accused of practicing and supporting international terrorism, it is 

necessary to distinguish between two types of violence that are practiced within 

the framework of military operations aimed at eliminating terrorism, "Legitimate 

violence" in armed conflicts governed by the laws of war, And "unlawful violence" 

involving terrorism. What are the criteria on which discrimination is based? 

The first criterion relating to the situation of the person committing the violence, 

members of the armed forces of a party to an armed conflict have the right to 

participate in hostilities. This right is not guaranteed to any other person. If they 

resort to violence, they violate the law and their acts may be considered acts of 

terrorism. The rule is clear, it is unlikely to raise any significant problems in 

international armed conflicts. Difficulties arise in situations of non-international 

armed conflicts and wars of national liberation, but the First Protocol to the 

Geneva Conventions of 1949 considered that the wars of liberation are 
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international wars, which means that all applicable international humanitarian 

law becomes enforceable, with all its rights and obligations. All acts prohibited 

under international law in the context of armed conflict, which are considered 

terrorist acts, are also prohibited in the wars of liberation.  

The second criterion it is derived from the rules governing the protection of 

specific categories of persons and the rules on methods and means of warfare 

in armed conflict. For the use of violence in war to be lawful, the restrictions 

imposed by the law of war must be adhered to, thus, members of the armed 

forces, who are legally entitled to use violence, may themselves become 

terrorists if they violate the laws of war. War is not a means of killing, but a means 

of destroying or weakening the enemy's military force in order to impose 

appropriate solutions on it. International armed conflicts are governed by 

international humanitarian law. Since 1977, under Protocol I to the Geneva 

Conventions of 1949, "International armed conflict" also includes conflicts in 

which peoples struggle against colonial domination, foreign occupation and 

against racist regimes in the exercise of their right to self-determination (Protocol 

I, art. 1, para. 4). International humanitarian law includes the prohibitions set 

forth in international humanitarian conventions and is divided into two 

categories: 

1. Rules restricting methods and means of warfare. In article 51, paragraph 2, 

of Protocol I, and recalling the obligation to protect the civilian population against 

the dangers of military operations, it states that "The civilian population as such, 

as well as civilians, should not be the object of attack," and "acts of violence or 

threats aimed at spreading terror among the civilian population are prohibited." 

This text confirms that terrorism is not a licensed means of war. The long-

standing legal principle also affirms that "the right of the parties to a conflict to 

choose methods and means of warfare is not unlimited" Accordingly, the first 

protocol in Article 35 prohibits the use of weapons, missiles, materials and 

means of warfare that cause unnecessary injury or suffering.” The practical 

applications of this principle include, for example, the prohibition of the use of 

poisonous gases, the prohibition of treachery (art. 37) and the prohibition on not 

keeping anyone alive (art. 40). The threat of mass murder is a feature of 

terrorism. In armed conflicts, even members of the armed forces cannot be 

threatened in this way.  

2. Rules of protection of persons under the control of an enemy, arbitrary 

acts and violence. 
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These provisions emphasize the necessity of establishing controls on ongoing 

military operations in the framework of the war on terror, based on the rules and 

regulations stipulated in international humanitarian law, in particular the four 

Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the protocols thereto. 

 Protect civilians in the war on terror  

Article 3 of the four Geneva Conventions states: "In the event of an armed 

conflict not of an international character in the territory of one of the High 

Contracting Parties, each Party to the conflict shall, at a minimum, comply with 

the following provisions: 

1. Persons who are not directly involved in hostilities, including members of the 

armed forces who have laid down their arms, persons who are unable to fight 

due to illness, injury, detention or any other cause are treated in all cases as 

humane treatment, without any adverse distinction based on race, color, creed, 

sex, birth, wealth or any other similar criterion. 

a. Assault on life and physical integrity, in particular murder in all its forms, 

mutilation, cruel treatment and torture. 

b. Taking hostages. 

c. The abuse of personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment. 

d. To issue sentences and carry out sentences without prior trial before a legally 

constituted court and to ensure all necessary guarantees in the eyes of civilized 

peoples. 

2. Collect the injured and the sick and take care of them. 

 An impartial humanitarian body, such as the International Committee of the Red 

Cross, may offer its services to the parties to the conflict. 

 The Parties to the conflict shall, through special agreements, work on the 

implementation of all or some of the other provisions of this Agreement. 

 And not in the application of advanced judgments, which affects the legal status 

of the parties to the conflict. Article 51 of the First Protocol provides for the 

prohibition of attacks against the civilian population as such and against civilian 

persons, the ban is clear and unequivocal and covers all terrorist acts, and the 

same article prohibits acts of violence aimed primarily at spreading terror among 

the civilian population, and should not be directed against civilians. What is 

important is the intention to spread panic among the civilian population. It is 

therefore prohibited even to threaten to spread panic. The resort, under any 

pretext, to the terrorist methods of war is absolutely unacceptable in international 
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armed conflict and in non-international armed conflicts as well. It is not 

permissible to circumvent the pretext of vengeance to derogate from the 

prohibitions set forth in article 51. Terrorist attacks against civilians, which cause 

death or serious injury, constitute gross violations under article 58 of Protocol I 

and must be considered war crimes.  

 

 Dealing with the fighters in the war on terror 

The fighter in the eyes of those who wage a war on terrorism is a terrorist, which 

should be eliminated in order to eliminate terrorist activities. But the basic 

principle of international humanitarian law: war is not a means of killing, it is a 

means to destroy the enemy force or weaken it in order to force it to surrender, 

and therefore impose the conditions that lead to peace, and may not deal with 

the enemy, whether a state or armed force or individuals, the use of lethal and 

destructive means that are unjustified and which result in the use of unnecessary 

damage, injury and pain. Under the First, Second and Third Geneva 

Conventions of 1949, members of the armed forces of the hostile party should 

be respected and protected once they surrender or are overcome. A blanket ban 

on any attack on their lives or use of violence is prohibited and must be protected 

against acts of violence or threats.  

 Dealing with prisoners in the war on terror  

The Third Geneva Convention provides for the protection of prisoners of war. 

Article 13 of this Convention states: "Prisoners of war shall be treated humanely 

at all times. It is prohibited for the Detaining Power to commit any unlawful act 

or omission that causes the death of a prisoner in its custody, which constitutes 

a grave violation of this Convention. In particular, no prisoner of war shall be 

subjected to physical mutilation or medical or scientific experiments of any kind 

whatsoever which is not justified by the medical treatment of the prisoner 

concerned or not in his interest. Similarly prisoners of war must be protected at 

all times, especially against all acts of violence or threats, against youth and 

curiosity of the masses. Measures of reprisals from prisoners of war are 

prohibited. Article 14 states: "Prisoners of war shall have the right to respect and 

honor their persons in all circumstances.” 

Article 3 of the Fourth Geneva Convention defines the concept of a prisoner of 

war and establishes conditions that must be met in order to be considered 

prisoners of war, however, the first Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 1977 
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expands in article 43 of the definition of a combatant and article 44 accordingly 

expands the status of prisoner of war.  

 

XIII.The war on terror and the protection of cultural property 

International agreements dealt with the issue of the protection of cultural 

property in the course of armed conflict. According to the Second Hague 

Convention of 1899, The Hague Convention IV of 1907 and The Hague 

Convention IX on certain provisions relating to the protection of cultural property 

in times of armed conflict. Article 16 of Protocol II to the Geneva Conventions of 

1949, the following: “Any acts of hostility directed against historical monuments, 

works of art and places of worship which constitute the cultural or spiritual 

heritage of peoples and their use in support of the war effort shall be prohibited 

without prejudice to the provisions of the Hague Convention for the Protection of 

Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, 1954 ". Under the Hague 

Convention of 1954, States parties undertake in time of peace to protect cultural 

property in their territory from damage that may result from armed conflict. But 

this agreement does not specify the type of measures to be taken and leave it 

to the States Parties. The undertaking to respect cultural property is binding on 

the States Parties, both for property located in its territory and in the territory of 

other States Parties. The Convention not only provides for cultural property itself, 

but also provides for the immediate vicinity of it and the means to protect it. The 

second undertaking of the States Parties is to refrain from hostile action against 

such property, the Convention also includes the undertaking of these States 

Parties to prohibit, prevent and stop any theft, looting or waste of cultural 

property, whatever its methods, similarly, any acts of vandalism against such 

property, as well as any reprisals directed against cultural property, are 

prohibited. However, the 1954 Hague Convention places in article 4, paragraph 

2, the abandonment of respect for cultural property in cases where imperative 

military necessity is required. It should be noted that the failure of the Convention 

or any other treaty or rule to define the concept of "imperative military necessity" 

and thus the concept of the fundamental exception to respect for cultural 

property, is a weakness in the Convention. The First Protocol to the Hague 

Convention provides for detailed provisions on the prohibition of the export of 

cultural property from occupied territories, and on the guarding and return of any 

cultural property exported, it also provided for the return of cultural property that 

had been deposited with other States to protect them from the dangers of armed 



39 
 

conflict. Protocol II to the Hague Convention, adopted in 1999, states that the 

military necessity of abandoning obligations relating to cultural property, which 

is an integral part of human existence, is not invoked. Therefore, the protection 

of these cultural property during armed conflict is the protection of human beings. 

  

XIV.  Forms and forms of economic terrorism 

The forms of economic terrorism can be classified into several categories: 

Unregulated international economic terrorism: a state-sponsored terrorism 

against another state or state against a group of states, or a group of countries 

against a group of other States or a group of States against a particular State in 

order to dominate and control the resources, resources and capabilities of the 

State / States / target group and the economic dependence of the State or States 

or group of States adopting this type of terrorism. International economic 

terrorism is not recent, but this type of terrorism has emerged alongside the 

colonial movement for decades it was adopted by the Western industrialized 

countries, which built their material civilization, prosperity and progress at the 

expense of the peoples of the Third World these countries used methods of 

oppression and terror by using military force and were able to divide the Third 

World into areas of colonial influence, where they controlled the country and 

managed to plunder its resources and prevented its liberation and the 

development of its peoples and imposed absolute economic, cultural and 

political dependence Colonial countries turned colonial areas into markets for 

the export of raw materials and even enslavement of their people and made 

them slaves and workers working on their farms and build their pavement and 

streets and the construction of railways and tunnels and underground roads in 

colonial countries, thus, the real motives of this colonial movement are purely 

economic, and this is a real economic terrorism that has continued for decades. 

Colonial countries achieved their economic growth and achieved their 

development and economic prosperity at the expense of the countries and 

peoples of the third world, which found themselves linked to economic, political 

and strategic countries that colonized the peoples of these countries have 

become psychologically, culturally and socially dominant in the countries they 

colonized. Colonial countries, despite their apparent independence, have not 

been able to escape from the consumer culture that was created by the 

colonized and economically dependent countries.  

The modern economic terrorism: It has different in its mechanisms and tools and 

its image, where the goal of terrorism remains hegemony and control of natural 
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resources and the material potential of the Third World countries and maintain 

the status of the market in these countries and make them consumer countries 

and prevent economic liberalization, the mechanisms and means used in the 

New Testament were characterized as commercial economic after they were 

military and psychological embodied in the following:  

- Dumping the markets of third world consumer goods manufactured in industrial 

countries, but different in terms of quality manufactured goods of industrialized 

countries, the aim is to prevent third world countries from developing their own 

industrial capacities and self-reliance, and then to ensure that there is a demand 

for goods manufactured by its industrial companies and then to ensure the flow 

of liquidity from the markets of the third world to their markets, so targeted in the 

target markets consumerism and love of imitation and simulation by the peoples 

of the Third World. 

- The use of various means and mechanisms to strike development projects in 

the Third World countries, both in terms of raising the prices of intermediate 

goods that can be used in development projects and are imported from 

industrialized countries, or dumping the Third World countries indebtedness and 

large and burdensome members or through the international monopolies of 

certain quality of intermediate production goods in order to prevent these 

countries from economic liberalization and reliance on themselves, and keep the 

traditional economies. 

- The industrial countries have not hesitated in the framework of their economic 

terrorism to the Third World, and the attempts of economic development against 

them have led them to commit economic crimes with the aim of sabotaging the 

economies of third world countries among these are known crimes of dirty 

money laundering (drug money) where the Third World markets became the 

scene of this type of crime, and then the industrialized countries to impose strict 

sanctions and take international action against the Third World countries as 

involved in the crime of money laundering or whitening, the other type of 

economic crime is the crime of counterfeit currency, which aims to industrialized 

countries through the spread in the markets of third world countries to destabilize 

confidence in national currencies and in monetary and economic policies and 

the disruption of investment movement and distorting the investment climate 

therein, and drove third-world investors to move their investments and money 

towards the markets of industrialized countries and invest in their markets, or 

may be placed them in the form of bank deposits with low interest or may pay 

depositors interest for the deposits of their money in Western banks, the money 
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is being eroded by inflation in European and American markets, and may be 

subject to confiscation or freezing if necessary.  

- The leading countries in economic terrorism have sought to create crises and 

instigate strife in Third World countries with the aim of destabilizing security and 

political and security stability in these countries. To ensure that development 

projects are hit or disrupted, in order to ensure the flow of national capital from 

these countries to the European and American markets there are examples 

(Sudan, Iraq, many African, Asian and Latin American countries).  

On the other hand, the countries of economic terrorism deliberately fabricate 

regional crises and wars between neighboring countries in order to pass their 

colonial plans for economic strategic objectives such as the creation of crises 

and wars between some countries on the borders of regional or international 

ports or conflict on water sources such as rivers, or a conflict on regional areas 

characterized by large natural resources such as oil, for example and make 

those areas hot and explosive in some cases, examples include Iraq and Iran (a 

long war of exhaustion) India and Pakistan (Kashmir), Gulf Region (Regional 

Border) Syria and Turkey (sweet water), Afghanistan, the Central Asian 

Republics, Algeria, Morocco, Sudan and the South  

Some forms of economic terrorism and its image  

1) Crime of all kinds and forms  

The crime is very costly in any community, and these costs are high, not only in 

terms of the physical aspects associated with the costs of building penal 

institutions, but also in terms of expenses, equipment, machinery and 

laboratories.  

Crime, on the other hand, is considered to be a more serious cost to society, if 

we look at its negative consequences and its devastating effects, and 

devastating humanitarian, and social consequences at the individual, family and 

community levels.  

The crime in various countries of the world is a huge economic burden, in 

addition to the multiple aspects and burdens of their cost at the human, social 

and security levels.  

The concept of the cost of crime continues to be largely ambiguous, since crime 

is both a social and psychological phenomenon, affecting all members of society 

and not only those who have committed the criminal act.  
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Perhaps the ambiguity that is related to the issue of cost results from the fact 

that there are many costs, and that the cost of crime may be calculated 

objectively in some cases, and in others it is difficult. Although many crime 

studies speak briefly about the cost, these studies have taken mixed and non-

uniform trends. 

With regard to the effects of crime on States, they had clear effects in addition 

to the State's spending on the justice, discipline and welfare organs of offenders, 

and the cost of providing the necessary funds, tools and manpower.  

The physical costs of crime appear to be extremely diverse. Perhaps the most 

important type of material cost is the direct loss of property, as in the case of 

damage crimes, which reduce the presence of useful goods in society, the 

destruction of a building or the burning of a car, undoubtedly plays a certain role 

in reducing the volume of useful goods in society. 

Terrorism as a crime and its economic dimensions 

Terrorism in all its forms and methods is an attack on the original needs of man 

regardless of his creed, nationality and race, because it causes terror, fear, panic 

and anxiety among people 

These include the assault on the human being, which is the subject of 

development, and it is an attack on the money which is the strength of life and 

development, in addition to the above it is an attack on the infrastructure, which 

is a component of development, it is also an attack on the rules, principles and 

the foundations that govern and regulate transactions and achieve the 

comprehensive development of society, on the basis of this, terrorism causes 

economic losses affecting the individual, family, society and the state in addition 

to moral losses. Economists generally agree that terrorism leads to fear, panic, 

anxiety and imbalance in economic transaction mechanisms, leading to 

backwardness and miserable life.   

And the capital threatened by terrorism, which by its nature cowardly and the 

most fear and concern of the worker we find him fleeing to places, citizens and 

countries where safety and reassurance and this is what we see after each 

terrorist operation where we find imbalance in the markets of money, money and 

stock exchanges and rising prices and the emergence of the black market and 

the flight of investment abroad, and these effects lead to a defect in the 

mechanism of economic transactions and thus impede development.  
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Subversion of the infrastructure, which is considered a component of 

development due to terrorist operations, is considered a destruction of the 

economy and requires considerable funds for reconstruction and reconstruction, 

all at the expense of development investments.  

As that confronting and fighting terrorism requires costly expenditures that could 

have been directed at development projects if life had been stable. 

The spread of fear, terror, caution and vigilance among people because of the 

expectation of terrorist operations reduces production and weakens productivity. 

That terrorism leads to backwardness and harsh life, and it is necessary to 

achieve security and reassurance for people and workers and businessmen and 

money and infrastructure to achieve a decent life. 

Terrorism has various losses: political, social, tourist, economic and so on. The 

most prominent of these losses: economic losses, which are mainly in the 

following:  

 - Financial losses resulting from the destruction of buildings, cars, hotels, stores 

and shops ... due to the terrorist operations and the cost of their reconstruction. 

 - Lack of tourism resources due to the flight of tourists caused by terrorist 

operations. Tourism is often a major source of foreign currency needed by the 

state in financing development. How much of the tourism funds are lost due to 

terrorism?  

 - The high cost of security due to the general influx of all the organs of the state 

concerned, which could be directed to development and to increase the level of 

incomes of individuals.    

 - The financial losses in the main facilities damaged by the terrorist incidents 

from roads, water and electricity and the cost of reconstruction or re-

establishment. 

 - The cost of treating those injured by terrorist attacks in hospitals and others, 

which could have been directed at improving medical services and developing 

state resources. 

 - In addition to the above, human losses, as well as the cost of psychological 

and moral pain in the hearts of people ... And all this cannot be translated into 

money. 
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That the calamities of terrorism, economic losses, which often cause imbalance 

in the state budget and confusion in financial transactions and investment and 

occur underdevelopment, especially in poor countries 

2- Debts 

Today, the world is living in an economic injustice of various shapes and colors. 

75% of the world's income is concentrated in the hands of 1/4 of the world's 

population, while only 25% remains for the rest of the poor world.  

The debt problem is one of the most serious problems in the modern world. The 

debt was $ 1.4 trillion, according to the United Nations Conference on Social 

Development in Copenhagen. 

Many observers fear that the terrible debt of the Third World will be a weapon of 

new colonialism. History repeats itself again. 

The debt problem is similar to slavery, it is possible to compare the world debt 

system with the system of slavery, since the slave worker cannot leave his 

employer, because the latter secure him the necessary advances to buy 

expensive goods from the company's warehouse to supplement his feeble 

wages. The objective of the employer - the merchant's creditor here - is not to 

recover the debt once and not to starve the worker, but to keep the worker 

permanently connected to his debt.  

This slave system itself exists at the international level. The newly independent 

countries find their debts and their constant inability to finance their current 

needs make them closely linked to creditors. 

If these developing countries remain within this system, they are governed by 

permanent underdevelopment, by developing their exports to serve multi-

national projects and at the expense of development to secure the needs of their 

peoples. 

Capital flight on a large scale is an important factor contributing to the 

intensification of the debt crisis in the Muslim world. Large amounts of Islamic 

funds are invested in the developed world, estimated at least $ 700 billion 

dollars. 

The continued phenomenon of indebtedness will adversely affect the long-term 

economic and social development of these (developing) countries, as this deficit 

constitutes a continuous drain on developing countries' potential and material 
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capacity. It is an economic terrorism of those States and a threat to their 

independence and self-sufficiency. 

3- Militarization  

Humanity is in danger, man has never possessed similar means of destruction, 

and the concern for the future of the world has not been as it is today.  

Violence exists in the lives of States, as in the lives of individuals and the new 

international situation is marked by a series of serious imbalances in 

international peace. 

 The risks of widening and increasing danger are increasing in this increasingly 

troubled world, which is increasingly troubled day after day. This accumulation 

of contradictions increases the serious security disturbance and encourages the 

acceleration of the arms race. 

Where international expenditure on the arms race exceeded one million dollars 

per minute, more than 550 billion dollars in one year. The arms industry has 

employed 400,000 scientists, or 40% of the world's brains. 

These figures - in fact - a picture of reality, pose a serious threat. It is 20 times 

more than the total assistance of developing countries. 

More worrisome is the share of the Third World in this armament. It increased 

by about 3 percent in the 1950s, reaching 9 percent in the 1970s, 16 percent in 

the 1980s and 20 percent in the 1990s. 

The industrialized countries have a large share of responsibility, as they become 

arms dealers, they contribute on the one hand to the arms race within the 

perspective of a potential conflict between the West and East. On the other hand, 

it is the main arms supplier to third world countries. 

Since the beginning of the last century, man has been trying hard to find the 

most lethal weapons, direct shells are no longer enough. Therefore, the gases 

emerged during the First World War, and their effects seemed frightening to 

international forums, so as to prevent their use from the rules of war. 

During the Second World War, another race arose in answering the question: 

How to reach the enemy and inflict the greatest possible injury in its ranks? 

So they developed the guided missiles with the capability to penetrate the air 

defense barrier, on this weapon, the Allies gathered their scientific forces, and 
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as a result, what happened in Hiroshima, and what is happening now in the 

whole world, and terrorism in its forms only a miniature of it.  

4- Colonization  

That military colonialism when he left the Third World countries did not leave it 

without influence, but left behind those who were worse than the people unjustly 

and tortured. If they hide behind slogans, robes and masks, their truths are 

hidden from the people and they are still.  

The new colonialism has changed and its methods and methods have changed, 

through the industry of the leader, the coup industry and the manufacture of 

slogans, in addition to the many political problems that the developing world has 

suffered and suffers. 

According to prevailing economic standards, national income in the most 

backward countries of the world places the individual at the lowest level, the 

obvious fact confirms the language of numbers. The long lines in which people 

spend half their day looking for their needs, a permanent problem, if there is 

some money in his pocket. 

National production is also bad. The developing world is deprived of heavy 

industries and large production, and the third world is a farm that brings the world 

powers its raw materials and became a consumer market in which world powers 

distribute their goods and trade. 

The balance of payments in the Third World is flawed. Because more countries 

import more than exports. 

Under these different conditions, Western colonialism could extend its power 

over Third World countries and impose its economic system with its capitalist 

and communist philosophy and its individual and collective economic theories, 

so that the doors of livelihood are no longer open except to those who choose 

the principles of this economic system. 

The economic effects of colonization are many, especially in economic terms, 

and have left their mark on contemporary economic realities. 

First: Colonialism directed the country's former colonial resources to its own 

interests. He encouraged foreign capital to invade the country and invest its 

goods. Most companies have become foreign, managed for colonial interests. 
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Economic institutions and banks set up to employ the West, which was flooded 

by bank coffers, in the late 19th century. 

The capitalist West opened up markets for its manufactures and products, 

especially consumer, leisure and luxury, third world people have become 

obsessed with consumerism, and they have a fantastic audacity to spend on 

consumerism and extremism.  

Colonialism then lent to governments, to control them and tie them to Western 

influence and dropping them in debt and its installments to seize its property. 

Second: the colonial monopoly of the foreign trade of these countries and most 

of the internal trade, and deliberately to settle the Europeans in these countries 

through trade, and was sent to the Arab countries, especially hundreds of 

thousands of Europeans, and settled in and controlled the economy, especially 

in the countries of the Maghreb. 

Third: Colonialism went to fight the national industry in the third world, to ensure 

the continuation of dependence of the Third World economically, as followed by 

militarily and politically, and to ensure the disposal of the products of its factories.  

Fourth: the monopoly of the Third World mineral wealth, especially oil from the 

Arab countries, in addition to the monopoly of tin, iron and copper. Unfortunately, 

the colonizer came out but most of these minerals remained in the hands of the 

colonial companies. 

Fifthly: colonialism promoted the system of feudalism and class in agricultural 

activity, and the majority were prevented from living at a decent level. 

5- Spy 

Economic espionage is a tool, a means, and above all a basic and necessary 

function of life in our time, function beyond the necessary framework and reach 

the dimensions of determinism. A function of a special nature practiced since 

ancient times, and recognized by implication, but not authorized and carried out 

in secret. Today, the balance of power is no longer the only ruling and controlling 

power, nor are the balances of rights with the audible voice, but the balance of 

interests and considerations of survival and continuity, the influential voice in our 

world today. 

We are now in conflict of destinies where the economy decides the fate of 

nations and the fate of peoples, when the economy becomes naked, everything 
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becomes naked, and the economy is power, which is the basis of the movement 

of states and governments. Hence, economic espionage is an important role in 

building countries and institutions, and projects in our modern era, a role that 

cannot be ignored, omission, overlooked, or neglected. The role of which is 

being talked about, the generation of generations passes through its news, and 

it continues to thank the States and credit it for its dangerous role in building 

nations, protecting their interests and preserving their gains.  

In our world today, there is no fully self-sufficient State, and therefore they are 

looking beyond its borders to obtain its needs that are not available to them, both 

raw materials, labor, capital, knowledge rights and management systems. They 

are all inputs to the national production system whether it takes the form of 

agriculture, industry, banks or various services.  

If espionage in general is the most exciting and ambiguous business, and the 

least understanding of the nature of its work, economic espionage is especially 

the most intelligence and espionage work have been misinterpreted the nature 

of its work.  

Thus, the economic espionage profession, and its systems, technical means and 

tools, always require development, new knowledge, art, espionage and 

espionage theories and their applications in order to benefit from them, it is 

determined where and how they will resort to these means and tools and on any 

scale.  

Since complete secrecy and the protection of the security of economic 

espionage activity is absolutely necessary, the task of double-sided economic 

espionage, on the one hand, its task is to secure itself against the potential 

enemy's penetration and not to enable it to obtain information that would benefit 

it. On the other hand, strive to get all the data and information about the potential 

enemy. 

The concept of economic espionage is defined in its functions, in the activities it 

exercises, and in the role it plays in collecting information, or planting pro 

elements, or exerting pressure to make deals, or in securing the self from any 

breakthrough. 

Thus, economic espionage can be defined as a human activity that works to 

secure the self by obtaining data and information that enable us to know the 
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facts, events and future behavior of the various administrative entities, which 

may have a negative and positive impact on our economic security. 

6- The Hidden Economy 

The parallel economy, the informal economy, the informal economy, the 

underground economy, and black economies are usually used, as expressions 

of the hidden economy, the hidden economy is the group of unregistered 

activities within the framework of national accounts. 

Unpublished legal production includes sectors such as agriculture, industry, 

construction and building, domestic trade, tourism, hotels, transport and 

communications, finance and insurance, and public and social services. 

The hidden economy also includes the production of prohibited goods and 

services, the production of drugs, the distribution of cannabis, the distribution of 

smuggled cigarettes, the entry of tote, gambling, prostitution and the theft of raw 

materials and industrial materials. 

Economists were divided into the hidden economy between supporters and 

opponents, and explained the advantages and positives, and the detailed 

disadvantages and negatives. 

Some economists argue that some hidden economic activities lead to an 

increase in economic well-being under certain conditions, usually constrained. 

That the hidden economy negatively affects the value added achieved by the 

companies of the public business sector and the government, the additional work 

of workers in other areas affects the poor productivity of public companies, and 

therefore the personal income is undervalued, which negatively affects the 

national income.  

The recent emergence of a link between the entry into the hidden economy and 

domestic and global terrorism activities and the promotion of violence around 

the world is no longer a secret. 

Given the close link between the hidden economy and economic crimes, the 

Ministries of Interior in various countries of the world to establish specialized 

departments for economic security and the pursuit of dirty money laundering and 

tracking economic crimes and revealed their relationship to terrorism and 

violence and extremism, with the need to deepen the bonds of international 



50 
 

cooperation to prevent economic crimes associated with the hidden economy or 

the black economy. 

Some studies have shown that the profits of black market mafia in some 

countries have become 50% of the size of the national economy. These studies 

showed that the volume of profits achieved by the Mafia from the hidden 

economy amounted in one year about 130 billion dollars, demonstrating the 

dominance of the hidden economy or the black economy in various developing 

and developed countries alike. The spread of money-laundering in the shadow 

of the hidden economy in recent years is compounded by the rapid rate of growth 

in some countries of the world. 

Unfortunately, the hidden economic gangs, the drug mafia and the dirty money 

gouges have managed to gain high incomes from black market transactions, 

foreign exchange, gold, liquor, gambling, prostitution and drugs. 

 

7- Money laundering 

 

Senior drug traffickers are called “Bulls”, who invest their money in real estate in 

particular and transfer the money out of the country by foreign investment 

companies, known as puppet companies, which exist in countries where 

government authorities cannot access their books. These hidden companies 

then conclude loan agreements to return the money back to the smugglers or 

bulls.  

The bulls “Al Bugul”, an expression that is also applied to anyone who receives 

illegal income from other sources such as bribery, embezzlement, prostitution, 

arms commissions or the smuggling of money abroad, and invests his income 

in the purchase of precious goods and bank checks and then transfer them 

abroad. The role of “Bulls” companies and puppet companies in money 

laundering is large and dangerous. 

The United Nations estimates that the volume of money laundering operations 

annually in the industrialized countries, resulting from the drug trade and 

smuggling between 120-600 billion dollars. 

Unfortunately, puppet companies are hidden foreign companies that make it 

difficult for governments to access their financial documents, as they are entities 
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without a commercial objective and all they want is money laundering in general, 

and the money of drug traffickers in particular, by deceiving governments and 

mediating the diversion of drug proceeds to clean and easy-to-handle funds. 

These companies may resort to investing money in land and real estate.  

Laundering or white crime is one of the most recent expressions in all domestic, 

regional and international forums concerned with economic crimes, social 

security and economic security; considering that money-laundering is largely 

linked to illegal activities that usually run outside the limits of anti-corruption laws. 

Laundry operations include the legalization of money or income resulting from 

one of the following activities: 

 Trafficking in illicit goods and services, such as: trafficking in drugs of all kinds, 

whoredom or prostitution activities, and white slave networks. 

 Cross-border smuggling of imported goods and products without payment of 

customs duties or taxes, such as: smuggling of goods from free zones, 

smuggling of cigarettes and smuggling of arms. 

 Bribery, administrative corruption and profiting from public functions, such as 

illegal income in exchange for government licenses or approvals or awarding of 

tenders. 

 Incomes resulting from thefts or embezzlement from public funds, and then 

smuggling these funds abroad. 

 Incomes resulting from the counterfeiting of cash, whether banknotes, coins or 

plastic coins. 

 Incomes resulting from fraud of bank checks and withdrawal of funds from local 

banks checks or forged transfers. 

 The incomes resulting from illegal speculation in securities based on deception 

of dealers in international stock exchanges. 

The dangers of money-laundering, puppet companies and deals of the “Bulls” 

are growing exponentially, and rich and poor countries alike are experiencing 

various economic, social, political and security problems and crises.  

Some people may think that money laundering, like the hidden economy, has 

negative effects and positive effects, this, however, is not conceivable in the 

case of money laundering, since the latter concerns illegal incomes other than 

the hidden economy, which may include legitimate economies or incomes, but 

they are not proven in national accounts and may contribute to addressing the 
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unemployment problem and reducing the social burden of many households that 

manufacture or produce products for their own consumption, and are not 

recorded in the books. 

However, money-laundering remains a clear picture of contemporary economic 

terrorism. 

8- Companies international activity  

 

The emergence and growth of multinational corporations, sometimes called 

transnational corporations or transnational corporations, is one of the most 

dramatic developments of recent years. 

This development is a major phenomenon or the biggest phenomenon in the 

international economy today, and it transcends the limits of the economic sphere 

to profound influence in the political and social fields, especially in the role of 

governments in the exercise of their responsibilities and in the conduct of 

relations between States. 

The operations of these companies are now spreading all over the world, where 

factories are built, products are sold in many different countries, huge amounts 

of money are transferred between different currencies according to their needs, 

and people of different nationalities are employed. 

For example, none of these companies (General Motors) for cars, (Shell) or 

(Esso) for oil, (IBM) for computers and (Philips) for electrical equipment and 

devices cannot be attributed to a particular country, their products are not 

manufactured in one country, But are manufactured in several different countries 

simultaneously and sold through integrated distribution systems that transcend 

national boundaries. On the other hand, these companies are very large, so that 

the annual sales of one of them can equal or exceed the total national production 

of a unit of European countries, and their growth rate is much faster. That the 

total investment of multinational companies grew at an annual rate of 18%, so 

the total must have reached more than 400 billion dollars.  

Multinational companies are today a major economic power, producing at a rate 

that is about double the rate of growth of the domestic economy of the advanced 

industrial state, by mid-century, some (500) or (600) of these companies are 
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expected to own at least two-thirds of the world's total fixed assets and produce 

more than half of world production. 

That the value added by multinational companies in one year amounted to about 

600 billion dollars, or one fifth of the total national production of all countries of 

the world. 

And that each dollar of cash investment value produces two dollars of sales per 

year. On the same basis, international companies have produced more than 500 

billion dollars’ worth of goods outside their countries of origin. This figure 

exceeds the total value of world trade. 

These companies impose severe restrictions on information on their 

investments, operations, sales, profits and cash transfers, it has also been 

shown that most managers of these giants prefer not to provoke discussions 

about this information, whether in conferences, seminars. 

The huge economic size and huge productivity of multinational corporations 

provide the financial resources and expertise needed for scientific and technical 

research. 

However, the problem lies in the fact that these companies play a dangerous 

role in encouraging brain drain, as, the migration of scientific, intellectual and 

technical minds and the various experiences of the third world countries to the 

countries where they have headquarters, especially the United States. 

Regrettably, the control of some international companies in the technical field is 

such that they sometimes have political and social dominance. 

Multinationals companies have full centralized control of the country of origin in 

their branches around the world. All branches operate under a rigorous system 

and within the framework of a global strategy and a common global control. 

That's because the company's president's multinational center is a brain and 

central nervous system, for these strategies. Many economic circles in the world 

now believe that the rate of increase in the power, authority and influence of 

multinational corporations will accelerate dramatically and that the world will 

quickly turn into an age of institutions larger than a giant. 

Unfortunately, international companies impose exorbitant and unfair conditions 

on third-world developing countries in return for foreign capital to these 

countries. In general, international companies do not invest in developing 
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countries except on terms that earn much higher than those obtained from 

investment in advanced industrial countries. International companies in their 

projects in developing countries typically impose projects, is not a high priority in 

development, such as tourism, banking and commercial activities. When these 

companies are interested in the industry, they produce goods that are not 

responsive to people's needs and goods that are not accessible to them, but are 

consumed by the rich minority. 

The salient feature of usury is the dominance of multinational corporations over 

world life. These companies control all international monetary and financial 

relations through intercontinental banks as well.  Usury companies do not 

perform clean financial functions, but they manipulate global reserves, and 

control the trends of employing fraudulent methods, for short periods, causing 

the severe financial and monetary situation of poor countries, making them more 

voluntary in the hands of global institutions governing.  

Multinational corporations control almost half of international trade, marketing 

90% of the most important commodities exported by poor countries of the South, 

while industrial governments control most of the half of the second international 

trade. 

It is known that industrialized countries are the owners of multinational 

corporations, and that their financial and monetary arms move freely within these 

companies. 

 Transcontinental companies are one of the most modern forms of investment 

for capitalism. The activities of these companies began after World War II. 

The criterion that regulates the investment activity of multinational companies in 

terms of the expansion or contraction of this activity is the standard of 

international production. 

The rationale behind the emergence of these companies lies in the 

understanding of the nature of the economic, political and social objectives of 

these companies and their role in serving the capitalist system, in accordance 

with the principle that (Capital has no homeland, but its home investment 

market.) 

 

9- Economic sanctions  
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The economic and financial measures and procedures imposed by a State, 

countries, international or regional organizations or bodies on a State, 

organization, company or otherwise on the basis of acts of aggression or threats 

to international peace or to induce that Party to make concessions of a political, 

economic or military nature.  

It is assumed that those imposing economic sanctions (whether international, 

political, economic, or even ordinary), should not resort to the use of political 

options. 

Economic sanctions are seen as the last option among the options available in 

the management of political conflicts between states before resorting to direct 

military options, some consider it a kind of "mild" type of indirect military 

intervention, which in the end is only a kind of imposition, coercion and 

compulsion. 

Objectives and implications of economic sanctions 

Economic sanctions include imposing restrictions on international trade with the 

target country, it may include the prohibition of certain types of weapons, food, 

medicines or raw materials, or limit the export or import of the target country in 

order to pressure it to change its policies in an area or to force it to make 

concessions in a case. 

Over time, sanctions have become one of the foreign policy tools of the big 

powers to use here and there, rather than engaging in expensive and unsafe 

consequences. 

 It is usually aimed at punishing a State for certain situations or policies, 

influencing them to force them to change their behavior or to eliminate their 

military potential.  

The legal framework 

Articles 39 and 41 of the Charter of the United Nations represent the legal 

framework on which the United Nations and the Security Council are specifically 

based on the imposition of economic sanctions on certain States.  

In accordance with article 39, the Security Council decides whether a threat to 

or breach of the peace has occurred or an act of aggression has been 



56 
 

committed, makes recommendations thereon or decides on measures to be 

taken in accordance with articles 41 and 42 to maintain or restore international 

peace and security. 

Article 41 provides that the Security Council shall decide on measures to be 

taken that do not require the use of armed forces to implement its decisions, he 

may request the Members of the United Nations to apply such measures, these 

may include the suspension of economic, rail, maritime, air, postal, telegraphic, 

radio and other means of transportation, partially or completely suspended, and 

the severance of diplomatic relations.  

The world has witnessed economic sanctions since ancient times. Empires and 

armies have resorted to imposing economic "blockades" on countries and those 

who agree with them, or as a means of expansion and external domination.  

In modern times, the weapon of economic sanctions was used in many cases, 

the League of Nations used it against Italy in 1935 after its invasion of Ethiopia. 

During the following periods, the Security Council intervened in many cases and 

adopted economic sanctions that varied in intensity, impact, causes and 

background. 

During the first four decades after the United Nations, resolutions were passed 

by the United Nations Security Council on economic sanctions only in two cases: 

Rhodesia (1966) and South Africa (1977). 

But after the end of the Cold War, the Security Council increasingly resorted to 

collective economic sanctions, it imposed sanctions on Iraq, the former 

Yugoslavia, Haiti, Somalia, Libya, Liberia, Angola, Rwanda, Sudan, and now 

North Korea, Syria, Iran, Russia and Venezuela. 

Smart sanctions 

As a result of the numerous humanitarian crises caused by comprehensive 

economic sanctions in more than one country, and in view of the obvious failure 

of the logic of economic sanctions and their negative effects on ordinary citizens 

and innocent populations, the major force in recent years has been moving more 

towards smart sanctions that are considered more "logical" and "ethical" than 

comprehensive sanctions. 

Smart sanctions mean those punishments specifically targeting political and 

military leaders, avoiding others, and deliberately harming those responsible for 
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incidents or cases on which sanctions were imposed without other innocent 

civilians. 

Smart sanctions include, inter alia, travel bans, asset freeze, travel and aviation 

prevention, visa and other travel restrictions. 

 

XV.Conclusions and recommendations 

What happened in the Middle East, set the scales of the establishment of human 

rights in the 1948 Universal Declaration and the subsequent dozens of 

declarations, conventions, covenants and many conferences on various aspects 

of human rights, on the test of a terrible civil test, where the contradiction 

between the requirements of protection against terrorism and the guarantee of 

respect for human rights was demonstrated in accordance with established 

international principles, it reinforced the following:  

 The United Nations does not reach a complete definition covering all aspects of 

terrorism and its crimes, and includes a precise and adequate description of the 

term international terrorism, and defines the means of treatment and control. 

 The complex political, economic, social and cultural crisis that prevails in these 

countries, and the negative effects and repercussions it has left on the lives of 

the vast majority of people and their consciousness, and thus the differing 

reactions, from an organized or spontaneous rejection of one country to another, 

depending on the political, economic and social conditions, and different 

systems and laws and their relationship to democracy, negatively or positively 

and other differences in circumstances  and conditions. 

 The relative deficit of the successive governments of these countries in certain 

cases and the absolute inability in other cases to find solutions to the existing 

political, economic and social crises and the inability to choose a path of 

development that would free these countries relatively or gradually from 

historical backwardness and from the acute manifestations of their crises. 

 That one of the original sources of terrorism is the global order and the dangers 

it poses to humanity in its present and future, threatening the weak states of 

development, and threatening the world's poor of all categories due to the control 

of inhuman traits. 

 The most important sources of the production of terrorism lies in authoritarian 

regimes supported by sectarian, partisan and tribal blocs that are in absolute 

conflict with any manifestation of democracy, restricting freedoms and depriving 
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individuals and groups of their political and social rights. These regimes are 

inherently qualified to generate all forms of opposition to them, and in light of the 

weakness of awareness and the relative absence of democratic movements in 

the political arena, the forms of rejection of these regimes and the existing reality 

become random and destructive, and this explains the emergence of 

fundamentalist movements of destructive nature, In response to these 

situations. 

 The failure of the experiments carried out with the aspiration of the peoples of 

these countries to change in favor of progress, liberalization and social 

democracy. These experiences on the multiplicity of schools - could not achieve 

aspirations - despite the achievements that differ in terms of degree between 

this experience and those. These experiments have given many promises to 

their peoples, but they have in fact implemented policies that have been mostly 

and in practical results that have ended up with the contradiction, sometimes 

from these promises. This failure and the accompanying repression here and 

there and the retreats here and there in thought, politics, economics, science 

and knowledge, and in other fields have led to the creation of increasing cases 

of despair, frustration and multiple forms of escaping forward or backward. And 

the instances of rejection or violence associated with some Islamist movements. 

 The increasing majority of the labor force in our region is marginalized and does 

not engage in significant productive institutions. 

Measures against terrorism and the protection of human rights are not 

incompatible, but complementary and mutually reinforcing, terrorism and its 

crimes constitute a direct attack on basic human rights, foremost of which is the 

right to life because of the indiscriminate killing of terrorism, the right to bodily 

integrity and the harm that terrorism entails to the human body, as well as the 

freedom of opinion and expression together in the form of terror and panic in the 

face of public opinion in addition to all other rights and freedoms that are 

entrenched in terrorism such as the right to own property, movement, housing, 

culture, education and other civil, political, economic, cultural and social rights. 

Therefore, in the face of States that have fallen victim to terrorism, they must be 

confronted with the law and internal and international human rights principles. It 

does not mean that terrorism, being free from legal and moral constraints, the 

violation of the law does not justify a similar breach and the effects of the crime, 

whatever does not justify a similar crime, otherwise States lost the meaning of 

their existence and exposed the lives and safety of citizens to the threat of 
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various dangers, because the fulfillment by States of their international 

obligations is an expression of their adherence to the legal framework governing 

their conduct at the domestic and international levels, and hence it has emerged 

that the obligation of States to respect the rights of their citizens is an 

international matter as well as an internal matter. 

To the importance and risk of the relationship between terrorism and human 

rights, we recommend the following: 

1. The need to launch an international campaign to build a legal, binding and 

disciplined definition of international or domestic terrorism practiced, supported 

or practiced by groups or individuals by the state, and that the incitement and 

mobilization to build and declare: an international convention on terrorism. 

2. The Declaration proclaims binding international legal instruments that protect 

and preserve all human rights, and convicts and criminalizes all perpetrators of 

violations by any terrorist activity or violation committed during counterterrorism 

operations. 

3. Launching regional and international workshops under the auspices of the 

United Nations, issuing declarations and international agreements to eliminate 

the sources of terrorism internally and internationally, respecting the rights and 

freedoms of individuals and peoples. 

4. The war on terrorism is a well-planned, accurate and internationally agreed 

process that takes into account the priority to identify the causes of terrorism and 

to work hard to remove them through precise and non-hasty measures. 

5. Non-governmental organizations, especially national human rights 

organizations, in cooperation with regional and international institutions and 

under the supervision of international programs by the United Nations, play their 

real role in raising awareness of the dangers of terrorism and the causes of the 

expansion of this phenomenon and community mobilization in order to contain 

and eradicate the phenomenon. Comprehensive development and community 

building in an atmosphere of stability and comprehensive political, economic and 

humanitarian security. 

6. The various media outlets focus on terrorism as a phenomenon with its causes 

and factors, within the context of local and international plans and programs, 

training courses and public workshops, and to create awareness programs that 

illuminate this phenomenon and its deep political, social, economic and religious 

causes. In cooperation with experts and specialists in the fields of security, 

social, psychological, educational and religious, educational and cultural 
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institutions and with bodies concerned with the defense of human rights 

regionally and internationally, in order to be more comprehensive treatment. 

 

Form: Terror of the so-called Organization of the Islamic State 

We will cite an important example: the practices of the so-called Organization of 

the Islamic State, where we have been - for several years ago - criminal scenes 

hideous from Syria and Iraq by the militants of this organization and they are 

committing the most terrible and most cruel acts against humanity, from suicide 

attacks and bloody bombings and targeting civilians from killing, slaughtering, 

cutting heads, representing bodies, plundering, raping and captivity for women, 

and ethnic cleansing against Syrian Kurds, Christians, Shias , Yazidis and 

Turkmen in a phenomenon that is unique in all aspects of barbarism and 

barbarism.  

The so-called Islamic state organization indicates a qualitative and dangerous 

shift in the concept of terrorism, with a change in the traditional model embodied 

by al Qaeda and the attacks of 11 September 2001. Terrorism, which has called 

for the organization of the Islamic state to draw its new features based on the 

control of land and annexation and the declaration of sovereignty over it. The 

idea of the Islamic state, which was originally spin in the orbit of al-Qaeda, It 

soon turned to the development of its own agenda calling for the establishment 

of an Islamic state. After the killing of its former leader, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, 

in a joint US-Iraqi raid on June 7, 2006, with the rise of anti-al-Qaeda awakening 

groups led by tribal and moderate clans, the so-called Islamic state organization 

has been almost eradicated. But Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, when he took the lead, 

succeeded in re-establishing life in this organization, re-crystallizing his identity 

as a Khalifa for Muslims. Baghdadi, as one of the former founders of the al-Nosra 

Front of al-Qaeda in Syria, to request the allegiance of the front. However, it 

rejected his request, on the pretext of its commitment to the way the work of al-

Qaeda and the placement of Syrian territory in mind. Such a split from al-Qaeda 

represented the turning point in the development of the Islamic state as a new 

form of terrorism.  

The so-called Organization of the Islamic State has not resorted to the use of 

various techniques and types of violence through armed and bloody 

confrontations with all those who stand against the strategies of this 

organization, the fighters of this organization were able to seize and control 
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several areas in Al-Raqqa, Deir Al-Zour, Al-Hasakah, Aleppo, Mosul and 

Nineveh, and the inauguration of the powers of the "Islamic State" and its 

religious and political doctrines, and continued to fight for the expansion of the 

lands under their direct rule, in a serious quest to establish the Islamic Caliphate 

state on the lands desired in their geographical map. 

The so-called organization of the Islamic state, by seeking to tighten its grip on 

the land, contradicts conventional terrorist strategies that rely on war-and-run 

wars. In general, controlling land is a means of uncovering terrorist groups, 

making it easier to locate and limit their mobility, thus weakening them in the 

face of regular army attacks. Therefore, terrorists often avoid engaging in direct 

confrontation with regular armies that outnumber them with firepower and 

equipment, But this organization has already entered into direct confrontation 

with the Iraqi regular army in Mosul and seized the equipment of five teams, and 

with the Syrian regular army in several locations, including: the poet - Homs 

countryside, the 17th Division in Raqqa - the Millibian Regiment in Hasakah, 

killing dozens of soldiers and officers and executed each and executed all those 

who fell in captivity and hung their heads, as well as to seize a lot of military 

equipment and supplies ..  

Beside, traditional terrorist groups do not usually refer to their future goals and 

do not pre-empt public warnings. The so-called organization of the Islamic state 

has preceded him to announce his intention to expand to the cities of Syria and 

Iraqi cities, including the seizure of Baghdad. The so-called Islamic state 

organization seems to have drawn lessons from the mistakes made by their 

former leader Zarqawi. This time, they have not worked to exclude, intimidate, 

or attack tribal leaders in areas where the organization is active, But portray 

themselves as authoritative and defenders and a vital partner of tribal leaders in 

future confrontations against internal enemies and external, the movement of 

the organization has regional and international dimensions for the change of the 

geopolitical map in the region and the nature of alliances of forces in it. 

This effort to the so-called Organization of the Islamic State allowed the 

expansion and the laying of hands on new cities and villages, by encouraging 

and intimidating. In fact, it quickly imposed the organization on the lands under 

its control, a social and religious ruling order - does not recognize the national 

identities for the preference of Islamic religious affiliation and the application of 

the "Islamic Sharia law" the reinstatement of the Islamic caliphate, one of the 
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stated goals of al-Qaeda, without ever succeeding in achieving them. This 

organization adopts this target and al-Baghdadi is a Khalifa to all the Muslims of 

the world. The announcement of the establishment of the Islamic Khalifa - the 

ultimate target of jihadists around the world - A turning point that allowed the 

organization to attract thousands of extremist fighters from all over the globe. 

We note to some of the practices of the so-called Islamic State Organization:  

1) Persecution of minorities: The status of the Islamic State Organization, the 

Christians of Mosul in front of the option to convert to Islam and Invincible or 

forced them or pay tribute or killing, resulting in the killing and displacement of 

property and was subjected to arbitrary executions and ethnic cleansing the 

Yazidis minority and Turkmens who fled after the control of the state organization 

on the Sinjar area on the Iraqi-Syrian border. The militants of the Islamic state, 

told the Yazidis, who remain in Sinjar, to choose between entering Islam or 

killing. In Raqqa there are some Christian families who stayed in their homes, 

paid tribute. 

2) Committing genocide crimes: The minorities in Iraq were subjected to the 

crime of genocide by the Islamic state militants as they were aimed at breaking 

the social fabric and changing the demographic places inhabited by minorities, 

and committed crimes against humanity against minorities through the killing by 

identity, this is what happened to the Shabak, Christians and Yezidis in Nineveh 

province as well as the kidnapping of Shabak citizens and the demand for 

ransom from their families and the killing of them and the kidnapping of nuns 

and orphaned Christian children, The Syrian Kurds were also exposed in Tall al-

abiad-Raqqa, Kobani-Aleppo countryside, Ras al-Ein al-Hasakah, and Shua'at 

tribe in Deir al-Zour.  

3) Violations of women's rights: The organization's statement issued on 

20/1/2014, in its articles, extended the instructions to all residents in the areas 

under the authority of the organization in Raqqa and elsewhere. The 

organization prohibited women from roaming only in certain clothes (Loose 

mantle, veil, veils, gloves) It also enjoined the women not to leave except 

accompanied by "Muharram" any husband or forbidden to marry him, and 

warned the statement: will receive punishment anyone who violates the 

teachings of the statement, In addition, one of the most serious violations 

committed against women is the stoning penalty for every woman accused of 

adultery. This is what happened in Al-Raqqa and Al-Tabaka city. In the same 

context, the organization issued a statement on 30/1/2014 in the city of Manbaj, 
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Aleppo countryside, imposing a certain dress on women and preventing smoking 

and trafficking in addition to prevent barbers from shaving men's cheeks and 

curfew or opening shops during prayer times and punishment of anyone who 

violates the terms of the statement. 

4) Murder and representation of prisoners' bodies: The Islamic State 

Organization has published a series of photographs showing the execution of its 

militants to dozens of Iraqi prisoners in Salah Uddin province. They also 

published pictures of the elements of the organization, which brutally kills 

prisoners of the Kurdish fighters in Tal Abiad in Al Raqqa and Kubani (Ain Al 

Arab) in Aleppo, And members of the free army in Syria in Camp Harim, 

detainees were executed on 4 January 2014, Seven members of the Unification 

Brigade were executed in the village of Aleppo on 5 January 2014, and the 

execution of about 73 of the detainees in the Children's Hospital in Aleppo on 

8/1/2014 - and the citizens of the Shuitat tribe in Deir al-Zour, and executed 

fighters from the Syrian regular army in the Haql Al-Shaer in Homs and in the 

17th Brigade in Al-Raqqa, and the Brigade 93 in Al-Raqqa and the Mellabia 

battalion in Hassake. 

5) Trials outside the law: Through the Shari'a courts, which establish borders, 

release verdicts, carry out mass and random executions, and without any 

standard or condition of fair trial. 

6) Booty and confiscations: They did not enter a place in Iraq or Syria, and seized 

it only and looted houses and stole shops and stores, and destroyed and burned 

them after theft. 

7) Burning books, documents and historical relics: The armed men of the state 

organization after the acts of sabotage against Christians in the city of Mosul 

through the displacement and the seizure of property, the pillaging and 

destruction of churches and the looting and destruction of property and 

tampering, including the burning of 1200 rare manuscripts were found, and 

burned and destroyed all manuscripts and books of heritage in the Cultural 

Center in Al Raqqa and the Museum of Raqqa. 

8) Destruction and bombing of places of worship: Shia’s Husseiniat, places of 

consolation for the Shias, shrines, and Sufi graves for non-Muslims and the 

shrines of the prophets and the Muslim parents in Raqqa, Deir al-Zour, Mosul, 

Ninawa and the bombing of the mosque in the town of Jalawla in Diyala province, 

and Husseiniyat in Iraq.  

9) Abduction, enforced disappearance, torture and assassinations: And these 

practices have been done against all those who are not organized, and they do 
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not allegiance to them, those who are being abducted are left unaccounted for, 

and if they appear either dead or mutilated or deformed after being subjected to 

various types of torture and degrading practices of human dignity, these 

authoritarian practices were perpetrated against many Syrian peace and media 

activists and the kidnapping of a number of members of the local councils. 

Numerous assassinations of civilian activists, religious leaders and military 

personnel were committed.  

10)  Kidnapping children and holding them as hostages: And some of them 

exploited in the battles in Syria, as happened with 153 Kurdish children of Ain Al 

Arab (Kubani) kidnapped by the militants of the organization since 29/5/2014 

while returning from the exams last year in Aleppo, and there are kidnapping of 

dozens of children in Raqqa Deir al-Zour, Albu Kamal, Mada'in, Homs and Idlib, 

and are used, exploited and recruited voluntarily or involuntarily in the armed 

conflict in Syria. 

11)  Kidnapping and extortion: an important source of funding for 

terrorism, the kidnapping of citizens of Western nationalities and the extortion 

of their governments is an important source of income for the organization of the 

"Islamic State" These organizations use funds to finance their terrorist 

operations. Terrorist groups also use hostages as a pressure to obtain political 

concessions or reservations. 

12)  Terrorist Bombings and Suicide Operations: Car bombs in crowded 

markets, shopping streets, parks and accommodation in Raqqa, Deir al-Zour, 

Idlib, Aleppo, Hasakah and Qamishli.  

 

These forms of acts are war crimes and international crimes against humanity. 

They are serious violations of human rights perpetrated by the organization as 

an organized group against civilians. Anyone who orders or commits acts of 

aggression or cooperation or support for these acts of terrorism is subject to the 

authority of international law and criminal accountability for their actions and 

anywhere in the world.  

The international community turned to the practices of the so-called Islamic State 

Organization, the United Nations Security Council on Friday adopted a 

resolution under Chapter VII aimed at "radical Islamists" In Syria and Iraq, after 

the European Union's decision to boost military support for Kurdish forces in 

northern Iraq in its battles against fighters of the "Islamic State" terrorist. The 

resolution unanimously adopted by the UN Security Council was aimed at cutting 

off funding sources from the Takfiri armed groups and preventing them from 



65 
 

recruiting foreign fighters. The UN Security Council has named six "extremists" 

on the list of international sanctions on al-Qaeda, including leaders of the Islamic 

State and the Nasra Front from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. The resolution, 

submitted by Britain, is the United Nations' most active measure against the 

activities of the Takfiri armed groups in Iraq and Syria, where atrocities and 

massacres against civilians have been committed. The resolution was signed 

under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, allowing sanctions and even 

force to be applied. The resolution called for the disarming and dismantling of 

the "Islamic state" as well as the "Nasra front" in Syria as well as other groups 

linked to al-Qaeda. In Brussels, European foreign ministers agreed at their 

emergency meeting to supply Kurdish fighters in northern Iraq with weapons to 

confront militants of the Islamic state. The Security Council did not go beyond 

traditional counter-terrorism techniques based on the use of force such as air 

strikes targeting terrorist groups' areas of operation, liquidate its leaders and 

members, engage in direct battles with its supporters and take collective 

coercive steps against its potential followers.  

It was necessary to work on the development of methods to combat terrorism in 

dealing with this type of terrorism. The international community, in all its 

activities, should have devoted its efforts to disclosure of the basis, principles 

and strategies of this organization, by exposing the criminal and terrorist acts 

and violations committed by this organization, and to light on the mismatch of 

their faith with the values of Islam, Islamic law and Islamic jurisprudence are 

innocent, from the charge of terrorism, extremism, violence and criminality have 

no religion, and all religions, including Islam, share lofty and moral values that 

form the essence of universal declarations and charters of human rights. They 

believe in all religions and call for the values of peace, tolerance, love and 

cooperation among people and against war and fighting. 

 

Finished on 26 \ 6 \ 2019 
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